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| The illustrious daughters of King 
|| Rsabha (the first Thirthankara) 
| | Brahmi and Sundari were very 
famous like their brothers 
| Bharata and Bahubali, and are 
remembered with great devotion 
and reverence in the Jaina 
circle. Brahmi and Bharata were 
| the twins born to Queen 
| Sumangala and Sundari and 
Bahubali were born to Queen 
Sunanda. King Rsabha himself 
|| taught his sons the 72 arts and 
sciences and his daughters the 
64 arts and crafts. He taught 
Brahmi 18 different scripts 
besides imparting the knowl- 
edge of phonetics, grammar, 
| logic, poetry, linguistics etc to 
Brahmi and Mathematics to 
Sundari. It is after this daughter 
| of Rsabha - Brahmi that the 
| Brahmi script was called Brahmi 
| Lipi (modern Devanagari script). 
| By educating his daughters King 
Rsabha sowed the seeds of 
| women's education and estab- 
lished its importance at all times. 
| He never differentiated between 
| his sons and daughters and 
treated them equally. Both the 
| sisters exhibited exemplary 
| genius and skill and mastered 
| all the arts and crafts. They were 


























“BRAHMI AND SUNDARI” 


very fond of each other and 
grew up to be very beautiful. 


When Lord Rsabha attained 
Kevala Jnana and established 
the four fold congregation, 
Brahmi accepted initiation from 
him and became a Jaina nun, 
but Sundari had to undergo 
many hardships to attain that 
status’ When their brother 
Bahubali renounced the world 
and stood for months together 
in rain and shine, deeply 
engrossed in spiritual contem- 
plation, these two sisters were 
sent by Thirthankara Rsabha to 
inspire Bahubali to give up pride 
which was an impediment for his 
emancipation. 


Thus the sisters were 
instrumental in enabling their 
brother to shed his ego and 
attain emancipation. Brahmi and 
Sundari served the Jaina church 
for a long time and worked 
their way to godhood thus 
terminating their worldly - sojourn. 
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Books on Yoga, Philosophy and Religion 
BY SWAMI SIVANANDA 


ES228 |CONQEST OF MIND - An outstanding work contributing substantially 
to studies in the field of Psychology, empirical as well as spiritual. 


ES226 |BEAUTIES OF RAMAYANA - Essence of Srimad-Ramayana in a simple, 
direct and lucid style. 
ES30 |DEVI MAHATMYA - Also going by the name of “Sri Durga Saptasati', this 
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is as important as any school of religious belief and is one of the most 


important reigning branches of Hindu religion. Rs. 40/- 
ES40 |EASY STEPS TO YOGA - It explains in a easy and homely style the basic 
principles of yoga. 
ES50 |FOURTEEN LESSONS ON RAJA YOGA - A comprehensive, clear and 
succinct exposition of the wonderful psycho-analytical and highly rational 
system of Raja Yoga. s. 18/- 
ES93 |LIVES OF SAINTS - ATreasure-trove of inspiring biographies, instructive 
anecdotes of lofty admonitions of men and women of the highest spiritual 
enlightenment. 
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ES160 |SIXTY-THREE NAYANAR SAINTS - This book contains the biographies 
of the Sixty-three Nayanar Saints, and an authoritative article on the 

Saive Siddhanta Philosophy with articles on Glory of Lord Siva. Rs. 45/- 
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THE BRIHADARANYAKA UPANISHAD - Sanskrit Text, English 
translation and commentary. 


ES78 |DIALOGUES FROM THE UPANISHAD - This book is a collection of the 
most sublime and thrilling portion of the Upanishad, the only authentic 


source of spiritual knowledge that treats of Jnana of Knowledge of the 
Self. Essence of the Upanishads portrayed in an absorbing, effective and 
lucid style. 


ES272 |ESSENCE OF THE PRINCIPAL UPANISHAD - The Author has given the 


SPIRITUAL TREASURE - This book contains the intuitive flashes of the Ed] 
ES283 |RAJA YOGA - Practical tehcnique of meditation based on a sound 
Philosophy and deep Psychology give by Patanjali Maharshi in Yoga 
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essence of the eleven Principal Upanishads. A superb companion for the 


seeker in the path of knowledge. Rs. 40/- 
ES105 |MIND - ITS MYSTERIES AND CONTROL - The Psychology of the inner 
man fully brought out in its aspects of the different levels of human 
existence and mental activity and its applicability and meaning in the 


every-day life of the world. Rs. 95/- 


ES117 [PRACTICAL LESSONS IN YOGA - An easy handbook covering varied 
sides of practice for beginners. Rs. 60/- 


ES152 |SELF-KNOWLEDGE - Collection of lessons given to struggling spiritual 
aspirants to, enable them surmount the obstacles in Sadhana. Lessons 
Rs. 60/. 










particularly addressed to those who have no faith in God. 
$164 [SPIRITUAL EXPERIENCE - A detailed record and explanation of mystic 

experience in the higher reaches of meditation on spiritual truths. Rs 
$188 |UPANISHAD DRAMA - Abstruse truths of the Upanishads presented in 

an easy and entertaining dramatic form. .Rs.-1 


$183 THOUGHT POWER - Highly popular book on self-culture, self-knowledge, Rs. 30/ 
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acquisition of the power of personality and success in life. 


195 |YOGA ASANAS - A profusely illustrated handbook on important Asanas ] 
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The concept of Avatar is unique in Indian tradition. The Lord of the 
Universe, has averred in the Bhagavad Gita that He will manifest Himself 
(take an 'avatar') whenever there is a decline of Dharma (righteousness) and 
Adharma (unrighteousness) is on the ascent. 

Sri Krishna, the Gitacharya, is popularly reckoned as the ninth of the 
Lord's manifestations. And ever since His Advent He has remained the Darling 
of Humanity. Who does not love Krishna playing on His flute in Brindavan? 
If He is loved as a child, He is also adored as the Jagadguru. Indeed, there 
are few roles which He had not played with consummate art, evoking our 
reverence. All through the ages He has been hailed as Poorna Purushottama. 


It is high time Sri Krishna manifests Himself again. 
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SI at aT: waa ay fau: 
Let noble thoughts come to us from every side 
— Rigveda, 1-89-i 


Prayer 


Wretas age ARISE Ñ I 


Namonamo Medini Lokamaatah 
Uruyai Mahaashailashilaadharaayai 

Z Namonamo Dhaarini Lokadhaatri 

T P s Jagatpratishte Vasudhe Namo-astutete 


NR 
Aher of the world, Earth! Obeisance again and agai 
IS wide, the bearer of large mountains. Obeisance to 
O supporter and nurse of the world! Obeisance be to you; 
basis of the universe, the bearer of riches! 


(On Earth) - The Varaha Purana 188, 65. 
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Echoes from Eternity 


Brahman in Brahadaaranyaka 
Upanishad - 7 


Maitreyi, one of the two wives 
of Sage Yagnavalkya, has no use for 
the property which her husband 
offered her when he decided to 
renounce everything that is 
ephemeral. Could wealth earn her 
immortality? - that was her question. 
The sage explained to her that only 
on Self-realisation, through hearing, 
reflection and meditation, everything 
is known and ignorance is removed 
-and thereby immortality is attained. 
Through a series of analogies, such 
as the sound of the drum and the 
‘conch, the smoke, the sparks, the 
embers and the flames of the fire, the 
sage explains the nature of Brahman. 
The Brahman, he tells her, is ; Pure. 

Intelligence - Vignanaghana, asolid. 
mass of intelligence. In a solid mass 
of gold or iron, there could be no 
external element in it. He adds that 
when the Self is realised, there is 
no more consciousness of the 
individual or particular self- 
consciousness such as 'I so and so 
am the son of son and so’; 'this is 
my hand and wealth’; 'I am happy 
or miserable'. Maitreyi is confused. 
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She protests: "You have thrown me 
into confusion, revered sir", she 
Says, "by saying that 'after attaining 
oneness, the self has no more 
consciousness'." Yagnavalkya 
denies confusing her. He proceeds 
to explain our dual experiences. 
"Because there is duality, as it were, 
then one smells something, one 
hears something, one speaks 
something, one thinks something, 
one knows something." But when 
one realises the Self, there is the 
dawn of true Knowledge, that the 
Reality is one. The sense of duality 
arising from the limiting adjuncts, 
the body and organs conjured up by 
ignorance, then disappears. To the 
Brahmajnanin, the sense of 
difference yields place to a sense of 
identity. Then there is nothing else 
to smell, hear, speak, think, and 
know. Through what (instrument) 
should one know the Knower? 
Having posed the question, the sage 


proceeds to give the answer in some 
detail. : 
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I] ^ road-banding economic 
D development activity and 
| = '. resultant deconcentration of 
| y wealth; de-emphasis of elite 

Ba Consumerism and emphasis 
on mass consumption goods; converting 
rural hinterland into havens of productive 
activity and decongesting cities; 
humanizing science and technology with 
conscious grassroots orientation; 
harnessing Information Technology (IT) 
and its immense potential in this 
direction; balanced attention to economic 
and social development objectives; 
increasing the level of awareness of 
people to facilitate better interest- 
articulation and achievement and the 
development and sustenance of 
responsive political structures-these and 
related concerns cry for attention and 
creative intervention. 

Firstly, the centralizing tendency of 
the Indian polity should give way to 
authentic devolution of fiscal and 
administrative powers to the lower 
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Indian polity 
should give way 
to authentic 
devolutionof | 
fiscal and 
administrative 
powers to the 

lower 
the polity- 
villages, 

panchayats, 











taluks and 
districts. 





formations of the polity-villages, 
panchayats, taluks and districts. The 
prescriptive arrogance of the Central 
and State Governments should yield 
place to genuinely democratic and 
participative development initiatives at 
the local and district levels. The existing 
legislative provisions in this regard 
should be given sharper focus and teeth 
to become effective instruments of 
change. This will reduce the alienation 
of the government structures from the 
people, enhance people-involvement, 
improve people-orientation ‘of 
development effort and insulate the 
polity from obsessive '‘party-politicking’. 
This will also help release the 
governance from the stranglehold of a 
self-serving and insensitive bureaucracy. 
This calls for enlightened self-denial on 
the part of party worthies who have 
tasted and are sustained by the power 
and patronage flowing from the present 
scheme of things. 

Such a devolution of political, 
administrative and fiscal powers should 
bring in its wake a climate conducive to 
increased economic activity at local 
levels, away from urban conglomerates. 
There should be a symbiotic linkage 
between agriculture and technology to 
improve productivity, and also between 
agriculture and rural industry. Such an 
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approach will provide greater 
opportunity for productive employment 
in non-urban areas, increase the 
purchasing power of people, promote 
demand and complete a 'virtuous circle' 
of sustainable growth. Integration will 
replace. marginalization in the 
relationship between people and the 
productive effort. Over sixty years ago, 
Gandhiji expressed despair and hope in 
the following words: "Today, the 
villages are dung-heaps. Tomorrow, 
they will be like tiny gardens of Eden 
where dwell highly intelligent folk whom 
no one can deceive or exploit. The 
reconstruction of the villages along these 
lines should begin right now." The 
'tomorrow' that Gandhiji dreamt of has 
not yet arrived. But we can make a 
beginning now. 

Science and technology are important 
instruments in ushering in this change. 
The cutting edge of IT should be fully 
exploited in this direction. 
Technologies, including remote-sensing, 
can produce a penetrating and clinical 
mapping of the land, encompassing its 
physical, chemical and biological 
features, underground water resources 
and forecast of climatic conditions 
(supplemented by time-series data on 
weather behaviour). This kind of data 
can be generated in a focused manner 
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for even small geographical segments. 
Along with the data on the quantity and 
quality of the human resources available 
in the area, we should have a definitive 
profile of the natural and human 
resources in specific geographical 
segments. Science can provide pointers 
as to how the natural and human 
resources can optimally be combined 
with appropriate technological inputs 
and options, to enhance and diversify 
production. Seeds can be developed to 
meet specific ecological and biological 
constraints; positive features of the local 
environment can be programmed to be 
exploited; by tissue culture, new plant 
varieties can be developed to suit the 
land and climatic factors. IT can play 
acrucial role in organizing and collating 
various data streams to develop a 
coordinated approach. 


(C. Subramaniam) . 


Chennai 
December 31, 1999 
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The Absolute Lord Supreme 


Tells the confusion-mind of the world: 

"Take my Sadness-Heart and Madness-Eye 
As the last and urgent Warning. 

Come back Home immediately!" 


The Beloved Lord Supreme 


Tells the aspiration-heart of the world: 
"In you is : 

My World-Transformation-Hope-Dream, 
With you is 

My Self-Transcendence-Vision-Manifestation-Promise 
And for you is 

My Smile-Beauty-Fragrance-Presence." 


The Year Two Thousand 
Js a decision-examination for humanity: 
Either 
We bind and blind the old world, and retire 
Or 
We embrace the new world of the forward march. 
The Smile of the Beyond 
Is beckoning us 
To come and play hide-and-seek. 


-Sn Chinmoy 
30 November 1999 
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Sri Chinmoy is a Spiritual Master Mind striving to 
foster Peace throughout the world. For over 30 years he has 
been tirelessly working for fostering the growth of inner 
peace through literature, music, arts, lectures, athletics, 
meditations and meetings with world luminaries. A devout 
disciple of Mahayogi Sri Aurobindo, the Indian-born 
spiritual leader has been the recipient of many honours and 
awards including the Nehru Medallion from UNESCO, the 
Bhavan's Gandhi Peace Award and several honorary degrees 
from world universities. 

He has written more than 1200 books. His legendary 
achievements in'other realms include composing more than 
14,500 songs in his mother tongue Bengali plus 7,500 songs 
in English, paintings numbering more than 1,50,000 acrylic 
and water-colours works, lifting 7063/3-4 pounds with his 
left arm and lifting overhead with one arm more than 2,000 
individual human beings from various walks of life who have 
inspired the world in various capacities and several Prime: 
Ministers, Nobel Laureates and religious leaders of all faiths. 
He is a very very intimate friend of "Mahatma Michael 
Gorbochev, who had the courage of conviction to unlock 
the Elemental Forces of Change in Russia. 

Sri Chinmoy is closely associated with the Bhavan 
for the past many years. He belongs to select galaxy of 
distinguished Honorary Members of the Bhavan World-wide. 
He is also Patron of the Bhavan, USA. 
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Man of The Mllennian & 


GANDHISM 
There is no 


. Such thing as 


N 


‘Gandhism’, 
and I do not 
want to leave 
any sect after 
me. I do not 
claim to have 
originated any 
new principle 
of doctrine. I 
have simply 
tried in my 
own way to 
apply the 
eternal truths - 
to our daily 


life and 
pfo blems. 
“Truth and 


non-violence are as old as the hills. 
All Ihave done is to try experiments 
in both on as vast a scale as I could 
do. In doing so, I have sometimes 
erred and learnt by my errors. Life 
and its problems have thus become 
to me so many experiments in the 
practice of truth and non-violence. 
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WHAT IS TRUTH? 
A difficult question, but I have 
solved it for myself by saying that 
itis what the voice within tells you. 
How then, how do different people 
think of different and contrary 
truths? Well, seeing that the human 
mind works through innumerable 
media and that the evolution of the 
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human mind is not the same for 
all, it follows that what may be 
truth for one may be untruth for 
another, and hence those who have 
made these experiments have 
come to the 
conclusion that 
there are certain 
conditions.to be 
observed in 
making those 
experiments. Just 
as for conducting 
scietific 
experiments 
there is an 
indispensable 
scientific course of instruction, in 
the same way strict preliminary 
discipline is necessary to qualify a 
person to make experiments in the 
spiritual realm. Every one should, 
therefore, realize his limitations 
before he speaks of his Inner 
Voice. Therefore we have the 
belief based upon experience, that 


a ZELKO. 


‘those who would make individual : 


search after Truth as God, must go 
through sev.ral vows, as for 
instance, the vow of truth, the vow 
of Brahmacharya (Purity)-for you 


Truth is not to be found 
by anybody who has not 


got an abundant sense of t 
humility. If you would 


swim on the bosom of 
the ocean of Truth, you 
must reduce yourself to 





Unless you impose on yourselves 
the five vows, you may not embark 
on the experiment at all. There are 
several other conditions 
prescribed, but I must not take you 
through all of 
them. Suffice it 
to say that those 
who have made 
WESE 
experiments 
know that it is 
not proper for 
every one to 
claim to hear 
S the voice of 
conscience, and 
itis because we have at the present 
moment everybody claiming the 
right of conscience without 
going through any discipline 
whatsoever and there is so 
much untruth being delivered 
to a bewildered world, all that 
I can, in true humility, present 
to you is that truth is not to be 
found by anybody who has not 
got an abundant sense of 
humility. If you would swim on 
the bosom of the ocean of 
Truth, you must reduce 


cannot possibly divide your love yourself to a zero. Further than 


for Truth and God with anything 
else-the vow of non-violence, 
poverty and of non-possession. 
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this, I cannot go along this 
fascinating path. j 


Young India, 31-12-1931 
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TRUTH IS GOD 
If it is possible for the human 
tongue to give the fullest 
description of God, I have come 
to the conclusion that for myself, 
God is Truth. But two years ago 
I went a step further 
and said that Truth is 
God. And I came to 
that conclusion after a 
continuous and 
relentless search after 
Truth which began 
nearly fifty years ago. 
I then found that the 
nearest approach to 
Truth was through 
love....I have come to 
the conclusion that 
the definition, "Truth is God", 
gives me the greatest 
satisfaction. And when you want 
#0 find Truth as God the only 
inevitable means is Love, i.e. 
non-violence, and since I believe 
that ultimately the means and the 
end are convertible terms, T 
should not hesitate to say that 
God is Love. 

Young India, 31-12-1931 





THE PATH OF AHIMSA 
The path of Truth is as narrow as 
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By concentration, an acrobat 
can walk on a rope, but the 
concentration required to tread 
the path of Truth and Ahimsa is 
far greater. The slightest 
inattention brings one tumbling 
to the ground. one can realize 
Truth and Ahimsa only by 
ceaseless striving 








eR Lec 
E SO is that of | 
Ahimsa. It is like balancing 
oneself on the edge of a sword. 
By concentration, an acrobat can 
walk on a rope. But the 
concentration required to tread the 










path of Truth and Ahimsa is far 
greater. The slightest inattention 
brings one tumbling to the 
ground. One can realize Truth 
and Ahimsa only by ceaseless 
Striving... E 
Ahimsa is not the crude thing 
it has been made to appear. Not 
to hurt any living thing is no doubt 
a part of Ahimsa. But it is its least 
expression. The principle of 
Ahimsa is hurt by every evil 
thought, by undue haste, by lying, 
by hatred, by wishing ill to 
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anybody. It is also violated by our 
holding on to what the world 
needs. But the world needs even 
what we eat day by day. In the 
place where we stand there are 
millions of micro-organisms to 
whom the place belongs, and who 
are hurt by our presence there. 
What should we do then? Should 
we commit suicide? Even that is no 
solution, if we believe, as we do, 
that so long as the spirit is attached 
to the flesh, on every destruction of 
body, it weaves for itself another. 
The body will cease to be only 
when we give up all attachment to 
it. This freedom from all attachment 
is the realization of God as Truth. 
Such realization cannot be attained 
in a hurry. The body does not 
belong to us. While it lasts we must 
use it as a trust handed over to our 
charge. Treating in this way the 
things of the flesh, we may one day 
expect to become free from the 
burden of the body. Realizing the 
limitations of the flesh, we must 
Strive day by.day towards the ideal 
with what strength we have in us. 

It is perhaps clear from the 
foregoing, that without Ahimsa, 
it is not possible to seek and find 
Truth. 

Ahimsa and Truth are so 
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intertwined, that it is practically 
impossible to disentangle and : 
separate them. They are like the 
two sides of a coin, or rather of 
a smooth unstamped metallic 
disc. Who can say, which is the 
obverse and which the reverse? 
Nevertheless, Ahimsa is the 
means; Truth is the end. Means 
to be means must always be 
within our reach, and so Ahimsa 
is our supreme duty. If we take 
care of the means, we are bound 
to reach the end sooner or later. 
When once we have grasped this 
point, final victory is beyond 
question. Whatever difficulties 
we encounter, whatever apparent 
reverses we sustain, we may not 
give up the quest for Truth which 
alone is being God Himself 
From Yeravada Mandir, 
Chapter II 


MAN'S NATURE IS 
AHIMSA 
The world is full of Himsa, and 
Nature does appear to be ‘red in 
tooth and claw’. But if we bear 
in mind that man is higher than 
the brute, then is man superior to 
that Nature. If man has a divine 
mission to fulfil, a mission that 
becomes him, it is that of 
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Ahimsa. 

The sin of Himsa consists 
not in merely taking life, but 
in taking life for the sake of 
one's perishable body. All 
destruction, therefore, 
involved in the process of 
eating, drinking, etc. is selfish 
and therefore Himsa. But man 
regards it to be unavoidable 
and puts up with it. But the 
destruction of bodies of 














The religion of Non- 
violence is not meant 
merely for the rishis and 

- saints. It is meant for the 
‘common people as well. 

- Non-violence is the law of 

our species as violence is. 

the law of the brute. — 


tortured creatures, being for 
their own peace, cannot be 
regarded as Himsa, or the 
unavoidable destruction caused 
for the purpose of protecting 
one's wards, cannot be regarded 
as Himsa....... 

Young India, 24-6-1926 


I am not a visionary. I claim 
to be a practical idealist. The 
religion of Non-violence is not 
meant merely for the rishis and 
saints. Itis meant for the common 


people as well. Non-violence is’ 


the law of our species as 


vyolence is the law of the brute. 
he dignity of man requires 
obedience to a higher law, to 


strengthen the Spirit. I have, 
therefore, ventured to place 
before India, the ancient law of 
self-sacrifice. 

Young India, 11-8-1920 


SATYAGRAHA 
My mission is to teach by 
example and precept under 
severe restraint, the use of the 
matchless weapon of 
Satyagraha, which is a direct 
corollary of Non-violence and 
Truth. I am anxious, indeed I 
am impatient to demonstrate 
that there is no remedy for the 
many ills of life, save that of 
non-violence. When I become 
incapable of evil and when 
nothing harsh or haughty 
Occupies, be it momentarily, my 
thought-world, then and not till 
then, my non-violence will 
move all the hearts of all the 
world. I have placed before me 
and the reader no impossible 
ideal or ordeal. It is man's 
prerogative and birth-ri ght. We 
have lost the Paradise only to 
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regain it. It takes time, then it 
is but a speck in the complete 
' time-circle. 

This Satyagraha 
can be offered, 
not only against 
Government, but 
against family 
and society. In 
short, Satyagraha 
may be used 
between husband 
and wife, father 
and son, and between friends. 
We may use this weapon in any 
sphere of life to get redress of 
any grievance. It purifies one 
who uses it as one against 
whom it is used. A good use of 
the weapon can never be 
undesirable and it is ever 
infallible. 

Young India, 2-7-1925/ 
13-9-1919/17-11-1921 


SATYAGRAHA IS TRUTH- 
FORCE 
Satyagraha means holding on 
to Truth, hence to Truth- 
force. I have called it Love- 
force or Soul-force. I 
discovered in the earliest 
stages that pursuit of Truth 
did not admit of violence 
being inflicted on one's 
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Satyagraha means 
holding on to 
Truth, hence to 


Truth-force. I have 
called it Love-force 
or Soul-force. 





opponent, but that he must be 
weaned from error by 
patience and sympathy. For 
what appears to 
be Truth to the 
one, may appear 
to be error to 
other. And 
patience means 
self-suffering. 
So the doctrine 
came to mean 
vindication of 
Truth, not by inflicting of 
suffering on the opponent, but 
on oneself. 

I contemplate a mental and 
therefore, a moral opposition 
to immoralities. I seek 
entirely to blunt the edge of 
the tyrant's sword, not by 
putting up against it a 
sharper-edged weapon, but by 
disappointing his expectation 
that I would be offering 
physical resistance. The 
resistance of the Soul that I 
would offer instead, would 
elude him. It would at first, 
dazzle him and at least, 
compel recognition from him 
which recognition would not 
humiliate him but would 
uplift him. 

Young India, 29-5-1924 
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HATE THE SIN AND NOT 

THE SINNER 
Man and his deeds are two distinct 
things. Whereas a good deed 
should call forth approbation and 
a wicked deed disapprobation, the 
doer of the deed, 
whether good or 
wicked, always 
deserves respect or 
pity as the case may 
be. ‘Hate the sin 
and not the sinner’ 
is a precept which 
though easy enough 
to understand, is 
rarely practised, and that is why the 
poison of hatred spreads in the 
world. 

It is quite proper to resist 
and attack a system, but to 
resist and attack its author is 
tantamount to resisting and 
attacking oneself. For we are 
all tarred with the same 
brush, and are children of one 
and the same Creator, and as 
such the divine powers within 
us are infinite. To slight a 
single human being is to slight 
those divine powers, and thus 
to harm not only that being but 
with him the whole world. 

A Satyagrahi must never forget 
the distinction between evil and the 
evil-doer. He must not harbour ill- 


always 
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A Satyagrahi will 


overcome evil by 


good, anger by love, 
untruth by truth, 
Himsa by Ahimsa. 





will or bitterness against the latter, 
He may not employ needlessly 
offensive language against the evil 
person, however unrelieved his 
evil might be. For it should 
be an article of faith with every 
Satyagrahi that 
there is no one 
(i SO fallen in this 
world but can be 
converted by lóve. 
A Satyagrahi will 
always try to 
overcome evil by 
good, anger by 
love, untruth by 
truth, Himsa by Ahimsa. There 
is no other way of purging the 
world of evil. Therefore a 
person who claims to 
be a Satyagrahi, always tries | 
by close and prayerful 
introspection and self-analysis 
to find out whether he is 
himself completely free from 
the taint of anger, ill-will, and 
such other human infirmities, 
whether he is not himself 
capable of those very evils, 
against which he is out to lead 
a crusade. Tn self-purification 
and penance lies half the 
victory of a Satyagrahi. 
Autobiography - pg. 337/ 
Young India-8/8/1929 
[| 


try 


BHAVAN'SJOURNAL 











The Compassionate Jesus 


SwÀMI RANGANATHANANDA 


President Ramakrishna Math and 
Ramakrishna Mission 


he compassion of a 

divine incarnation 

and his power to 

redeem shine 

remarkably 
through two anecdotes, which 
also revel the way purity views 
sin. 

A Pharisee, Simon by name, 
invited Jesus for a meal one day; 
Jesus accepted and sat.down to 
eat. A woman in the city, who 


was a sinner, RES 
that Loic: 


hearing 
Jesus was in the 
house of the 
pharisee; 


brought an etu 
alabaster box of e 
ointment and 


washing his feet 
with her tears 
and wiping them 
with her hair 
kissed them and 


wami Ranganathananda 








anointed them with the 
ointment. 

Seeing this the Pharisee was 
angry that Jesus should have 
allowed a sinner to do all this. 
Jesus, addressing Simon, said: 
‘There was a certain creditor 
which had two debtors: the one 
owed five hundred pence, and 
the other fifty. And when they 
had nothing to pay, he frankly 
forgave them both. Tell me 

therefore, 
which of them 
will love him 
most? Simon 
j answered and 
f said, I suppose 
^ gj that he, to 
whom he 
forgave most. 
And he said 
unto him, Thou 
has rightly 
judged. And he 





*From Swamiji's "The Christ We Adore", a Bhavan's Publication 
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turned to the woman, and said 
unto Simon, Seest thou this 
woman? I entered into thine 
house, thou gavest me no water 
for my feet: but she hath washed 
my feet with tears, and wiped 
them with the hairs of her head. 
Thou gavest me no kiss: but this 
woman, since the time I came 
in, hath not ceased to kiss my 
feet. My head with oil thou didst 
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not anoint: but this woman hath 
anointed my feet with ointment. 
Wherefore I say unto thee, Her 
sins, which are many, are 
forgiven; for she loved much: 
but to whom little is forgiven, 
the same loveth little. And he 
said unto her, Thy sins are 
forgiven. And they that sat at 
meat with him began to say 
within themselves, Who is this 
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that forgiveth sins also? And he 
said to the woman, Thy faith 
hath saved thee; go in peace’ 
(Luke, VII. 41-50). 

Jesus was teaching in the 
temple in Jerusalem. The 
scribes and Pharisees brought 
before Jesus a woman taken in 
adultery and, announcing that, 
according to Mosaic Law, she 
had to be stoned, asked him for 
his opinion, just to entangle him 


fine picture of Jesus stooping 
down and writing on the ground 
with his finger, as if he did not 
hear them. But when they 
pestered him, he lifted up his 
head and, turning to them, 
declared: *He that is without 
sin among you, let him first 
cast a stone at her. And again 
he stooped down, and wrote 
on the ground. And they which 
heard it, being convicted by 
their own conscience, went out 
one by one, beginning at the 
eldest, even unto the last: and 
Jesus was left alone, and the 
woman standing in the midst. 
When Jesus had lifted up 
himself, and saw none but the 


woman, he said unto aU 
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unawares. The Gospels give” 


Woman, where are those thine 
accusers? Hath no man 
condemned thee? She said, No 
man, Lord. And Jesus said unto 
her,.Neither do I condemn thee: 
go, and sin no more’ (John, 
VIII. 7-11). 

The power behind the words 
‘Thy sins are forgiven’ is the 
power of God working through 
an incarnation only; it is 
beyound the reach even of 


‘saints. This divine power 


working through Jesus is 


` specially revealed in his famous 


declaration: ‘Come unto me, all 
ye that labour and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and 
learn of me; for I am meek and 
lowly in heart; and ye shall find 
rest unto your souls. For my 
yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light’ (Matthew, XI. 28-30). 
We are reminded of an 
identical promise given by an 
earlier incarnation, Sri Krisna; 
‘Renounce all your duties and 
take refuge in me alone; I shall 
redeem you from all sins; grieve 
not’ 
(Bhagavad-Gita, XVIII. 66): 
EA E 
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Why Do Muslims Fast? 


Moub. SHAHID AZMI 


s the hunger and thirst 

pang for the poor alone to 

bear? Piety would elude 

a person ignorant of this 

basic human pain. As if 
to infuse this, all religions enjoin 
fasting upon their followers 
every year. Lent in Christianity, 
Yom Kippor in Judaism and 
Ramadhan in Islam are days 
when adherents of these religions 
fast. 

With the appearance of the 
crescent filament in the sky, 
the ninth month of the lunar 
year begins. This is the month 
of Ramadhan - the holy month 
of Muslims, when the Quran 
was revealed. Joyously 
Muslims, men and women, 
aged and young, rich and 
poor, fast. From dawn to dusk 
they abstain from food, water 


and sensual pleasures. The 
exercise continues for 30 
days. 

It was in 622 CE, Prophet 
Muhammad (peace upon 
Him) migrated to Madina and 
saw the Jews fast. The 
Prophet asked them, "What is 
this?” They told him that it 
was a good day, when the 
Bani Israel were rescued from 
their enemy, so Moses fasted 
and enjoined upon Muslims 
to fast on that day. Fasting 
was made obligatory on 
Muslims later in the 
following year with the 
revelation of the verse: "o ye 
who believe! Fasting is 
prescribed for you, even as it 
was prescribed for those 
before you-so that you may 
ward off evil." (Al- 


atc bos aimee mara nada etn cas i o med 
Mohd. Shahid Azmi is a student of Bhavan's P.D.N. College of Comunication 


and Management, Mumbai. 
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Quran,11,183) 


The time of enjoining fast 


is important because Muslims 
were in a miserable condition 
in Mecca until they migrated 
to Madina. In Madina, after 
initial resistance, Islam gained 
a following and gradually an 
Islamic state was established. 
There it was necessary to 
provide for safeguards against 
temptations of power and 
remain sensitive to the plight 
of the masses. More so, to 
train Muslims spiritually and 
morally. : 


Spiritual Aspect 
Shah Waliullah Dehlavi, an 
18th century mystic, writing 
in his magnum opus 
"Hijjatullah Ballagh" says: 
"Since the excess of animality 
hinders the emergence of the 
angelic aspects, it is 
necessary that one should try 
to overcome one's animality. 
Since animality has its origin 
in food, drink and indulgence 
in carnal pleasure, a fast 
accomplishes what abundant 
food cannot. Therefore the 
method of dominating the 
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animality is the diminishing of 
the causes (of the excess of 
animality). That is why all 
those who. desire the 
emergence of the angelic 
aspects in man want to 
diminish and reduce the 
pleasure of the senses. There 
is no difference in this 
prescription among the 
people of the world in spite 
differences of religion and the 
distance between countries. 
Moreover, the ultimate goal is 
that the animality of man 
should become submissive to 
the man's angelic side, so that 
his animality acts according 
to the inspirations and 
dictates of his angelic side, 
and takes colour from its 
colour; and his angelism 
prevents his animality from 
taking mean and lowly 
colours and getting object 
Impression - like a wax 
getting the impression of a 
seal." 

Moral Aspect 
Fasting demands one to give 
up bad habits, bad manners 
and all kinds of immoral 
activities. The Prophet 
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Muhammad said: "Fasting 
shields one from committing 
sins. One should stop 
quarrelling and avoid sexual 
relation while fasting." He 
further warned, "whoever 
does not give up lies and evil 
deeds, Allah does not need 
his abstinence from eating 
and drinking."He condemned 
slanderers by saying: 
"Slanderers, who fast, gain 
nothing except hunger and 
thirst." Maududi, a religious 
scholar, says, "benefits of 
fasting are not obtained until 
the person who fasts is 
conscious of its purpose and 
allows it to permeate his heart 
and mind and dominate his 


thought, motives and deeds.” 
Fasting is not only a ritual. 
It is a source of piety and 
realisation of God's 
omnipresence. Once the 
second Caliph of Islam, asked 
Kaab, a fellow companion, 
"what is piety?” He replied, 
"Have you ever passed 
through a thorny bush, if yes 
then how?" Omar answered, 
"When we pass through this 
kind of bush, we gather our 
clothes and save ourselves 
from thorns." Kaab said, 
"Just like that you pass 
through this world and save — 
yourself from sins." The 
essence of fasting lies in this. 


"Man's actions are judged by his intentions’ 


DI 


"Let there be no compulsion in religion’ 
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- Quran 
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Guru Gobind Singh: 
His Life and Work 


JASBIR Kaur AHUJA 


uru Gobind 
SA m g in 
appeared on 
the stage of 
the world as 
the last and tenth guru of the 
sikhs. He was born at Patna in 
Bihar on 26 December, 1666, but 
he spent most of his life in the 
Shivalik Hills of the Punjab. He 
had built Anandpur Sahib as a 
great centre of his organization, 
but had to leave his all when the 
odd circumstances demanded so. 
But he was not cowed by the 
circumstances, because he was a 
saint as well as a warrior. 
Guru Gobind Singh was only 
a child or nine years when his 
father Guru Tegh Bahadur was 
executed on 11 November, 1675 
in Delhi under the order of 
Emperor Aurangzeb. He spent the 
early years of his youth, in study 
and in preparing himself for the 
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organization of the community for 
the struggle ahead. He invited the 
Rajput Chiefs of the Shivalik hills 
for alliance against the Mughal 
autocracy. But, either out of fear 
of the royal wrath or out of the 
jealousy of the increasing power 
and influence of the Guru, they 
arrayed themselves on the side of 
the Mughals to suppress the 
Sikhs. The Guru had to fight 
fourteen battles against them in 
self-defence and won all the 
battles. The aim of the enemy to 
capture the Guru alive could 
never be fulfilled as he was an 
astute statesman, and changed his 
strategies of war as per the 
requirement of the situation, and 
thus always dodged the enemy. 
Thus the enemy's aim was always 
frustrated. 

Dr. Ganda Singh, acompetent 
authority on Sikh religion, says 
in Introducing the Punjab’, (The 
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Punjab Past and Present, Vol. I. 
Pp. 38-39 Punjabi University, 
Patiala): ancestral heritage and 
thus they would be heirs to their 
great spiritual unfathomable 
treasure. Kangha (comb) comes 
with the hair to make and keep 
them clean. Kara - a steel bracelet 
is to remind the Sikh that he 
should always raise the hands to 
do good to others and never harm 
anyone. This is to be having a firm 
or a steel resolve. And the hand 
should pick up the sword for 'self- 
defence and never for offence' as 
had been depicted in the life and 
works of Guru Gobind Singh. 
This is symbol of dignity to raise 
it like a soldier against the 
oppressor and tyrant for self- 
defence as well as for the 
protection of the weak and 
humble. Kaccha is a graceful loin 
thigh garment best suited for the 
moderate as well as adventurous 
life of the Sikhs in the field, may 
be in war or peace. 

Guru Gobind Singh had not 
taken to military ways for any 
political aggrandizement or 
territorial] conquests. He did 
nothing of this kind. Although he 
won all the battles against both, 
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the neighbouring Rajas and 
imperial chiefs, he occupied not 
an inch of their land, plundered 
nota treasure of theirs and carried 
no prisoners. His were all 
defensive battles and he had to 
take to sword as a last resort. He 
himself said this in his historic 
letter `The Fatehnama' and ~The 
Zafarnama' addressed to 
Aurangzeb:- 

"Now, I do not trust in your 
oath, and I have no other 
alternative except drawing the 
sword". 

(- Fatehnama- couplet- 17). 

"Thus compelled, I entered 
into the fray, 

And had to use arrows with 
skill", and 

"When all the remedies fail, 

It is fair to take the sword in 
hand". 

(Ibid Zafarnama- couplets 21 
& 22) 

Itmust be mentioned here that 
Guru Gobind Singh was fat 
ahead of his times in his 
universal outlook, when he said 
that to him the Hindus and the 
Musalmans, the Mosque and the 
temple, Rama and Rahim were 
the same and he recognised the 
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whole mankind as one:- "The 
temple and the mosque are the 
same, the Hindu worship and 
the Musalman prayer are the 
same, all men are the same. It 
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is through error they appear 
different- Musalmans and 
Hindus adopt the customary 


their different 
(- Akal Ustat-) 


dress of 
countries”. 
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Navajeevan Charitable Eye Hospital 


(Division of Navajeevan Blind Relief Centre) 
Tiruchanur-Tirupati-517 503, Ph.: 25992 


Navajeevan Blind Relief Centre, Tirupatiis a Social Service 
Organisation, blessed by Sri Kanchi Paramacharya Swamyjee, 
and recognised by Govt. of India, serving the needy, especially 
for the Blind & Aged since 1979, located at the abode of Lord 
Balajee Venkateswara Tirupati. 


Seeking Support : Please do help by contributing liberally 
for the conducting of the following services : 


1. Annadan : Under Endowment Scheme, every year one 
day Annadan - Feeding the poor will be arranged to the children 
of God and Aged people on Donor's Birthday or Marriage or 
any memorial day choosen by donor. Intimation with prasadam 
will be sent by post regularly. Request for yearly one day 
Annadan Expenditure Rs. 5,000/- (One Time Donation only). 

2. Netradan Endowment Scheme : Every Year one 
Cataract Eye Operation will be done to a Aged poor person on 


any day as per donor's wish. Solicit Rs. 7,000/- one time 
donation. 


3. Narayana Sewa Endowment Scheme : Every Year 
One specific day, feeding the poor Annadanam and Cataract 
Operation will be arranged combinedly on behalf of the donor. 
Request for one time donation for Narayana Sewa 
Rs. 10,000/- 


Contributions to the above schemes are eligible for 10096 
Tax Deduction U/S 35AC and 80 GGA of Income Tax Act. 
"Avail 100% Tax Relief" 


Donation may be sent by cheque/DD in favour of 
Navajeevan Blind Relief Centre, Tirupati, to the above address. 






















Our Bombay Contact Person Branches 

Sri. S. S. Mani (Sion) Badrachalam (A.P ) 
Co-ordinator, Varanasi (U.P.) = 
Fund Raising Committee, 
Ph.: 409 5105. K.S Nenana 
Founder/President 












Voice 
of 


Ambica Charan Mazumdar 
Freedom 


(1850-1922) 
































Speaking at the 31st session of 
the Indian National Congress held 
in Lucknow, in 1916, Ambica 
Charan Mazumdar, a great son of 
Bengal, said: "Call it Home Rule, 
call it self-rule, call it Swaraj... it 
is representative government. 
India must cease to be a 
dependency and must be raised 
to the status of a self-government 
state." A moderate in politics, 
Mazumdar joined the great men of his time in protesting 
against the partition of Bengal. He spoke at a public 
meeting held at the Town Hall in Calcutta on Aug 7, 1905. 
He said: "If the partition is a settled fact, the unrest in 
India is also a settled fact, and it is for Lord Morley and 
the Government of India to decide which should be, 
unsettled to settle this question." 





Bhavan, 1999. 


He wrote a book called 'Indian National Evolution' 
which is a brief history of the Congress. He was elected 
as a member of the Bengal Provincial Legislative Council 
in 1916. He retired from politics in 1918. He belonged to - 
the liberal school of Gokhale. He championed the cause” 
of- women's education and started schools in his native 
district of Faridpur, now in Bangla Desh. He hailed from 
a zamindar family. 


Bharatiya Vidya 


On his death 'The Bengalee' wrote: "He was one of he 
best speaers Bengal ever had and was endowed with 
many brilliant qualities of the head and heart." : 


© Amrita Bharati, 
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Creation of Khalsa: 


A Remarkable Movement 


DR. S. RADHAKRISHNAN 
Former President of India and one of the 
Founder Members of the Bhavan 


A The younger ones, 
innocents of 7 & 5, were first 
entombed alive and when a tremor 
of the earth demolished the wall, 
leaving them yet alive, they were 
literally slaughtered as sheep and 
goats by butchers. Guru Gobind 
Singh created and organised, 
vitalised and militarised the 
Khalsa. He created heroes out of 
dross and earth clods. Truly, he 
turned sparrows into hawks, 
lambs into lions, lumps of clay 
into heroes..... 

~~... Guru Gobind Singh 
raised the Khalsa to defy religious 
intolerance, religious persecution 
and political inequality. It was a 
miracle that heroes appeared out 
of straws and common clay. 
Those who grovelled in the dust 
rose proud, defiant and invincible 
in the form of the Khalsa. They 
, bore all sufferings and unnamable 
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tortures cheerfully and 
unflinchingly, and accepted 
martyrdom for fifty years in the 
first half of 18th Century... 

~~... Their martyrdom did not 
go in vain. On their ashes, on their 
blood and bones, was laid the 
foundation for the Sikh empire 
which was secular in character 
and which blocked the Khyber 
pass. India was spared the 
anguish which invaders had 
repeatedly inflicted on India for 
about 1000 years. How very 
painful that many delightful 
people in the Punjab should forget 
his miracle of Guru Gobind 
Singh! 

`... India is at long last free. 
This freedom is the crown and 
climax and a logical corollary to 
the Sikh Guru's and Khalsa's 
terrific sacrifices and heroic 
exploits..." BEBE 
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Parliament of World 
Religions 


Dr. L.M. SINGHVI 
M.P., India's High Commissioner in U.K. (1991-98) 
Chairman, Bhavan International 


landmark event of 

momentous 

significance took 

place in 1893, 

when adherents 
and exponents of different 
religions gathered together in 
Chicago.It was the first such 
meeting in terms of the 
diversities of religions 
represented in the Parliament and 
the distances which some of the 
participants had travelled.Indian 
representation was small 
numerically though it did include 
Jains and Zoroastrians among 
others.By a sheer coincidence, 
there came an inspired of Hindu 
monk to the Chicago Parliament 
in 1893.His handsome presence, 
his vibrant interpretation of 
India's traditions of tolerance, his 


magnetism and his message. 
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Swami Vivekananda 








electrified those who wert 
present and listened to him.He 
cast a spell on the Parliament of 
World's Religions and indeed 0? 
men, women and children in the 
West and the East. Thal 
charismatic Indian Monk was 
Vivekananda whose luminous | 
legacy became the mantra fof 
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Dr. L.M. qm P 
understanding and tolerance 
among religions, for interfaith 
dialogue and for a deeper 
spirituality and human sensitivity 
as the core precept of the 
fundamental unity of all 
religions. Through his exposition 
of Vedanta, he found for all the 
religions of the world a unified 
field of knowledge and 
experience and thus rediscovered 
for each faith the vitality of its 
Own tradition at its best.In the 
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true tradition of Raja 
Ram Mohan Roy and his 
own master, the great 
Ramakrishna 
Paramahansa, he gave a 
new contemporary 
meaning and application 
to the ancient Vedic 
precept that Truth is one 
z but many 
are its 
interpre- 
tations and 
the Jain 
principle 
of Anekant 
or the 
axiom of 
the many 
facets of 
Truth constituting the whole 
truth. 

A hundred years later, in the 
year 1993, I was privileged to 
attend the Centennial Parliament 
of World's Religions in 
Chicago.It was a mammoth 
conference with attendance 
running into thousands.We had 
many more events, many more 


‘themes, topics and discussion 


groups than a hundred years 
ago.What permeated the 
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a_l 





Parliament and all its 
deliberations was the spirit and 
vision of Swami Vivekananda 
and the new  inter-faith 
ecumenism which the established 
Church in the West had found 
difficult to accept in the 19^ and 
most of the 20" Century.In 1993 
not only the Abrothers and sisters 
of America" butthe brothers and 
sisters all over the. world found 
Swami Vivekananda's words of 
wisdom prophetic.The 
Declaration of Chicago known as 
ATowards Global Ethics" drafted 
primarily by my distinguished 
friend Hans Kung and endorsed 
and signed by many of us at 
Chicago was built on the 
foundations of the commonality ~ 
of multi-cultural ethos to which 
Swami  Vivekananda had 
beckoned the world in 1893 and 
with which the established 
Churches in the West were 
slowly coming to terms. 

Added to the resonance of 
Swami Vivekananda's voice 
across a hundred years, we had 
in Chicago the message of 
Mahatma Gandhi's life and work 
to guide us through our agony 
and anguish in respect of rampant 
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violence, prejudice am 
intolerance, widespread poverty 
environmental degradation, lack 
of reverence for life in all its bio- 
diversity, indiscriminate 
consumerism, gender injustice, 
gross dereliction of duty towards 
children and the future 
generations, human rights 
violations and denial of human 
dignity.Our Chicago Declaration 
of 1993"Towards A Global 
Ethic, synthesised the 
quintessence of all religions and 
sought to address the 
contemporary concerns of 
humankind. 

In the last month of the last 
year of the 20" century, that is 
December 1999, the Parliament 
of World's Religions was 
convened again this time 1 
Capetown, South Africa.The ide? 
was to give 'A Call To Ouf 
Guiding Institutions' on which 
Once again a Declaration wa 
Produced.There was the 
inevitable hype and glib talk 
about the Millennium, although 
one would prefer a more practical 
and proximate programme for thé 
next decade or two. There was a! 
immense proliferation of themes 
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and topics which were discussed 
at a number of venues, some of 
them quite far-flung across the 
length and breadth of 
Capetown.Some of ihe 
discussions and expositions were 
remarkable for their depth and 
lucidity.The Indian participation 
was sizeable, but the 
programmes were overloaded 
and overlapping so that we could 
not always attend the 
programmes we wanted to 
attend.On a particular day, I 
found myself conscripted as a 
speaker or chairman on seven 
programmes from morning to 
evening.Enormous work had 
gone into organising the 
Parliament and serving a rich and 
diverse fare to the participants 
who numbered several thousand 
from different countries.I found 
the successive Sessions on 
"Building a Movement for Non- 
Violence’ and on `The Earth 
Charter particularly illuminating. 

By common consent, the 
highlight of the programme on 
the inaugural plenary was Prime 
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee's 
Message to the Parliament which 
T was asked to read on behalf of 
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the Prime Minister.That was the 
only message which was read 
word-by-word and received 
applause at every punctuation. 
(full text of the message after this 
article). 

The participants in the 
Parliament enjoyed having 
former President Nelson 
Mandela with them for a long and 
glittering evening.That evening, 
Ela Gandhi, Mahatma Gandhi's 
granddaughter and a Member of 
South Africa's Parliament and I 
were asked by Mr. Bawa Jain of 
Inter-faith Centre at the United 
Nations to join in the presentation 
of a unique award for Ahimsa 
named jointly after Mahatma 
Gandhi and Martin Luther 
King. The same evening my three 
good friends, Professor 
Rockfeller of the Earth Charter 
Foundation, Dr. Karan Singh and 
Dr. Kamala Chaudhari, joined in 
presenting an Earth Charter 
Award to President Mandela who 
made a speech with a special 
resonance.Swami Agnivesh in 
his saffron robes and two Jains 
(Acharya Chandanaji and her 
disciple Dr. Shilpiji of 
Veerayatan (Raigir)) commanded 
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the attention of the large 
audience.Shri J.P. Vaswani gave 
a stirring and memorable lecture 
on "Animal Rights and 
Vegetarianism'. 

The Brahmakumaris, 
represented by Bhai Brij Mohanji 
and Sister Jayanti spoke 
engagingly on the modalities for 
meditation and achieving 
equanimity.Divine Life Mission 
of Swami. Sahajanandaji of 
Durban had put up an excellent 
bookstall in the large array of 
‘bookstalls mostly by Western 
NGOs and different Christian 
denominations.Many of them 
distributed a surfeit of free 
literature. : 

There were many serious 
discussions during the eight days 
of the Parliament.One such 
discussion was held in the 
beautiful St. Mark's Church in the 
heart of the University and the 
widely known Sixth District 
which witnessed one of the worst 
impositions of apartheid in the 
form of mass movement of 
people.Introducing the symposium 
and presiding over it was a tough 
task for me. The Symposium was 
on World Faiths, the World Bank 
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and Issues of Development) 
Shilling of the World Bank w 
disarmingly candid in the face 
severe hostility which initialh 


( 


y 


seemed like a shower of adi. ` 
rain. When Mr. Shilling answeri 


it was clear that the World Bani 


was prepared to admit some ù ` 


its failings which had sprun 
from their exclusively economi 


model of development without: 


moral framework of referent 
and without any 
priorities. What is more, the} 
seemed prepared to make ament: 
to give priority to poveri 
eradication and to join in de 
cancellation.(though, perhap: 
only for the poorest of poo! 
countries, thus punishing thos 
who had regularly complied wit 
their debt servicing à! 
repayment obligations).It WP 
Stimulating interface 
Development at the end of which 
I complimented Mr. Shilling ») 
describing him as Aa Pounl 
Sterling”! 

I found a packed theatre whil 
Speaking on AThe Future of Fail 
and the Faith of the Future." 
found it rewarding when sever?! 
distinguished world leaders ” 
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different religious affiliations 
said that they felt challenged as 
well as inspired and reassured 
when I spoke.Many delegates 
were disappointed that I had no 
prepared text to offer as I had 
spoken extempore. 

There were many exhibitions 
and all day parallel cultural 
events, films and performances 
with religious and environmental 
themes in addition to about 100 
seminars every day. 

It was inevitable that the huge 
Parliament of World's Religions 
would be a sort of Amela" or a 







1. Truthfulness 
2. Non-Violence 
3.. Non-Stealing 
4. Charity 
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Essential ideals of all Religions 
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jamboree.But there was also the 
precious thread of unity in all the 
diversities, there was a sense of 
commonality in all the apparent 
confusion, there was a sense of 
celebration and joy in the 
togetherness of faith traditions. 
On the threshold of the twenty- 
first century, I ask myself the 
question with C.C. Colton who 
said, something to the effect that 
men and women often claim that 
they would be prepared to die for 
their religion.The question is 
when will they learn to live for 
their religion in the true sense! 
a 





Desirelessness 
Love 
Peace 
Dharma 


4l 


SS ee 











PRIME MINISTER 
MESSAGE 


It gives me great pleasure to know that the Parliament of Worlds 
Religions is meeting in Capetown. 

More than a hundred years ago at the first meetin g of the Parliament 
of World's Religions in Chicago in 1893, a young monk from India created 
a stir with his fine exposition of Hinduism and the fundamental 
commonality of all religions. That monk was Swami Vivekananda. 

The message of Swami Vivekanand 
relevant for the new century that dawns in 
century ago. and, that message is: 

"Sectarianism, bigotry, and its horrible descendant, fanaticism, have 
long possessed this beautiful earth: They have filled the earth with violence. 
drenched it often and often with human blood, destroyed civilization and 
sent whole nations to despair". 

I would urge the participants of this meeti 
World's Religions to reflect on how best to free the 21* Century vl 
sectarianism and bigotry so that Swami Vivekananda's dream of ‘universal 


t q ivers: "ent: 
tolerance and universal acceptance' come to replace religious intolerance 
and exclusion. © 


I wish this meeting of the P 
success. 


a's Chicago address is as 
another few weeks as it wasa 





ng of the Parliament of 


arliament of World's Religions all 


New Delhi (A.B. Vajpayee) 
November 26, 1999 
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use WHAT LIFE HAS TAUGHT ME amu 


The Role of Creative 
Thought 


K.M. MuNsHI 


Kulapati Munshiji's 113th birthday falls on 30th December 
1999. He wrote this in 1954 when he was 67. 


have never felt 

discontented with any 

time of my life, whatever 

it was. I never had to 

abandon my pleasures 

and pursuits with regret, nor have 

I ever clung in desperation to my 
old habits-of life. 

There is no doubt, however, 
about one thing. I feel the same 
interest in each passing hour, and 
my struggle to grow has not lost 
its zest. Thirty years ago the 
grass, the trees and the birds had 
a different message for me. They 


told me of romance; of conquest; 


of  undreamt 
accomplishments; 
of a life of 
increasing- 
power and 
success. Then 
the” ecstasies 
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I donot see the world 
only in relation to me 


as before; often the 
whole ofits movement 
becomes visible; 





proceeded from keener 
perception and keenly felt. Then 
I was mightily impatient if my 
personal aims were not 
immediately achieved. 

The world on which I then 
looked was both mysterious and 
wonderful; partly a clod of earth 
which I was there to lift; partly a 
place of disappointment, of 
suffering and woes. Now the 
world is more charming. I do not 
wait for haunting beauties to stir 
my blood; a sweeter kind of 
beauty makes itself felt. 

In the old days, I could not 
look upon a 
moon night 
without painful 
yearning for 
stormy joys. 
Now, whether I 
am with or 
without a 


43 


=m WHAT LIFE HAS TAUGHT ME E, 


companion, it has an unutterable 
charm. Years ago, Sappho's 
Songs and Mira's 
Goethe's Werther 
Shelley's Epipsychidion 
Stirred the fire of 
passion in me; and I 
was electrified by a 
powerfully 
charged current 
of emotions 
These poems 
move me still. 
but their 
appeal is 
different; the 
fire is cooler 
and more 
luminous. 
Now I move 
in the world 
with a far wider 
range of experience - 
and I am often able 
to become the 
detached witness. I make 
less demands on the world: 
emotions, subtler and gentler, 
thrill me with the magic of Sweet 
slow music. I do not see the world 
only in relation to me as before; 
.  9ften the whole of its movement 
"becomes visible. I sometimes see 
the infinite process of 
44 


bhajans, 
and 













transformation behind politica 
and social problems. I even see 
the forces that move ina steady 
stream behind the froth an 
foam of personality. 
I now realise tha 
many what I called 
my ideals an 
tastes were nol 
my own; they 
we rg 
imaginary; 
conventional, 
or borrowed; 
the difficulty, 
however, wa 
to convince 
myself thal 
they were so. 
was afraid that 
if I approached 
the problems ina 
truthful way, my 
illusions would be 
destroyed. It was onl 
by a great effort that 
overcome a horror of truth 
and grew and able to think of my 


own truth and to identify mysel 
with it. 





‘This is one of the commo? 
human Weaknesses. We até 
always glad that we have escaped 
truth, for we feel that it has saved 
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us from taking the 
responsibility of 
thinking and deciding 
for ourselves. We feel 
no joy at 
continuously passing 
our thoughts through 
the fire to truth-which is, in fact, 
real experience. That is why we 
like passing thoughts, but not 
creative ones. Creation is always 
painful. 

I am now convinced that the 
habit of creative thinking is 
responsible for one's change of 
outlook on the problems of the 
world, not age. It has revealed to 
me the illusory character of some 
of my old attitudes. 

For instance, thirty:years 
ago, I was terribly self- 
conscious. When I 
encountered anyone, I 









of 


I find myself 
less interested 
in myself. and | 
more in others.. 


If 1 have to give my evaluation 
Shri 


being a complete 
failure. 

This craving to 
impress others has, to 
a great extent, left me 
now, because of 
creative thinking. It 
took me time to overcome the 
horror of this truth, which came to 
me later. You cannot impress nor 
can you carry your point, unless 
you are truthful, that is, unless your 
whole being quivers with the 
energy of creative thought. 

I am now content to think my 
own thoughts and speak my own 
language. There is no doubt that I 
still feel that I should entertain my 
friends; or that when I meet them I 










Munshi's work, 


personally I would say that I bow 
to him for his versatility. But he 
is more. He is a live wire and 
whatever he touches or 
undertakes he puts new life into 
it and makes it a living 
institution....] bow to him in 
admiration. 

-Dr. Rajendra Prasad 


wanted to impress him, or to 
get my way of thing 
accepted. And if I did not 
create the desired 
impressions or get my way, 
I was overcome by morbid 
pain. I felt as if my failure 
was going to be announced 
the next minute from every. 
house-top. Often enough, I 
have the crushing sense of 
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should tell them frankly what I 
think-and not talk polished 
nonsense. But now I am more at 
ease; I find myself less interested 
in myself and more in others. I 
do not demand agreement, 
. because I know 

that it is 
valueless. I also 
know that it is 
very difficult 
for people who 
have no power 
of creative 
thought to agree 
with the 
creative thought 
of others. 

Creative 
thought, I may warn you, is not 
merely intellectual. The 
passionate collaboration of our 
emotions and aspirations must 
form a part of it. Then, and then 
only, will it become the 
expression of a personality more 
or less integrated. What makes 
for creative thought, therefore, is 
not its subject, but its quality. It 
is a thought which has been 
intensively felt and has become 
a seeing’ thought. 

The range of things that can 
stimulate creative thought is 
46 








What 
creative 


therefore, 
subject, but its qu: 
Itisa thought which has 
been intensively felt | whole being. 
and has become a 


"seeing' thought. 
E E | 


f 


c: 


unlimited. Sometimes, it can be 
a trivial impact - a sunset; the 
swift flight of a bird; the glimpse 
of a golden cloud. More often, i 
is the result of conscious, 
persistent effort to see into the 
heart of things. 





makes. for In every 
case, however, 
thought, a creative 






is nof ifs | thought must 
emerge like à 
new-born baby 


out of our 
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for it is real only 
jto the extent 
| that it is seen 
and felt and 
experienced, that it changes you 
and is always with you, even as 
it grows. Its birth - like the birth 
of a child - is painful, and like 
modern women, we do not like 
to undergo birth-pangs. So we 
turn to the most fantastic of 
things, the gramophone, golf or 
bridge, or the most fantastic of 
things, the crossword puzzles and 
comics, for escape. We welcome 
almost anything rather than the 
thinking of our thoughts. 
Once I thought that money, 
POSition, Success, ceaseless 
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energy, could affect the trend of 


events. But events can only be 
influenced by creative thought, 
for it springs 
from spiritual 
readiness. 
Money, 
position, 
success or 
energy, appear 
to affect this 
trend, but, in 
fact, it is not 










Failure would lose its 
demoralising effect if one 
realised that one was not 
ready for the fulfilling of 
ambition: that one had 
not acquired the inner 
readiness to put forward 


therefore, only influences events, 
if they are manifestations of the 
higher will. It is not Arjuna's 
victory Or 
defeat that 
matters; but 
the quality of 
surrender unto 
God which 
brings to bear 
on his 
immediate 
duty. 








they that create | that quality ot effort and There is a 
the effect. It is thought necessary for superstition 
the spiritual SA GUT x | that lack of 
readiness |  uililling it. money means 
behind them real want. 


which secures the results. 

We do not often realise the 
part which spiritual readiness 
plays in fulfilling our ambitions. 
That is why, when our ambition 
remains unfulfilled, we become 
frustrated. 

Failure would lose its 
demoralising effect if one 
realised that one was not ready 
for the fulfilling of ambition: that 
one had not acquired the inner 
readiness to put forward that 
quality of effort and thought 
necessary for fulfilling it. 

Security, wealth, and fame, 
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Again, it is not so. I speak from 
experience. From 1902 to 1916, 
I was poor, terribly poor. Butthat 
did not make me unhappy. When 
there was no money, I just gave 
up wanting things. When I went 
to jail, I was determined to give 
up wanting things and never 
lacked them. This was a lesson 
to me. So long as I am spiritually 
ready for the things that come in 
my way, regardless of what they 
are, I am happy, money or no 
money. 

Material security, therefore, 
without spiritual security, is no 
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security at all. It is at the mercy 
of public catastrophe, revolution, 
inflation, depression; of the 
whims of fate or of its instruments, 
the paymasters. What has 
happened to the millions in Central 
Europe, who, forty years ago, 
based their life on material 
security? 

But the real security depends 

just in oneself; on our capacity to 
link our fate with God. Sri Krishna 
said: Yogaksheman Vahamyaham. 
"It is I", He said, "that bear the 
burden of the subsistence of those 
who love Me". It is a guarantee that 
we shall never be left with less than 
we deserve. This is a spiritual 
readiness. 

One of the great errors is to 
endow material security with such . 
value that we hanker after. Every 
day must bring its own security, 

But the passion for security 
would continue to have its charms 
even if we did not develop the 
spiritual readiness. We cannot 
solve the economic problem of 
individuals or nations by Preaching 

' their unimportance. A flippant 
attitude towards material welfare 
is not spiritual; any more than 
which pins its faith on mere 
material welfare. 

























Sri Munshi's 
contributions to our 
public life have been 
manifold. He was a 

valiant fighter for 
freedom; he was a 
Minister in the Bombay 
State; he was our 
representative at 
Hyderabad during 
difficult times; he wasa 
member of the Central 
Cabinet; he was 
Governor of Uttar 
Pradesh; he is a great 
lawyer; but, the most 
important service he has 
rendered to our country 
is the establishment of 
the Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhavan. It is the greatest 
monument to his life, and 
I have no doubt it will 
make his name 
remembered in this 
country for many, many 
decades. 


-Dr. S. Radhakrishnan 
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For instance, the doctrine of 
material welfare, as our economics 
would have it, insists on more 
wages, more privileges, more 
holidays, more leisure. But 
dissociated from spiritual 
readiness-as unfortunately it is in 
these days - it only 
means more 
malingering, 
more demands, 
more strikes; 
more idle hours 
and more 
questionable 
pleasures: greater 
discontent and 
swifter destructiveness. 

The same is true of success. 
Success suddenly acquired is as 
great a shock as the deepest sorrow 
or the ghastliest failure. If there is 
no spiritual readiness, our 
materialistic attitude becomes all 
the more stronger; the appetites 
increase, but bring no joy. 

The real value of a hard-won 
success is the broadening of the 
understanding and the 
development of spiritual readiness, 
which comes in its wake. 


The same rule holds good of. 


sex. Once a sexual act is permitted 
for itself alone, a hunger for such 
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What counts is not 
security, success Or 
satisfaction, but the 


ceaseless efforts that 
we put forward and the 
failures we survive. 





acts grows and seeks satisfaction. 
If there is no spiritual readiness to 
sublimate it, joy disappears; 
imagination becomes insistent and 
has to be satisfied every time by 
grosser forms of indulgence. But 
if there is spiritual readiness, every 
memory of the 
sublimated act 
will possess its 
own rare beauty. 

In all these 
matters we 
cannot develop 
spiritual 
readiness, 
because WE 
become victims of our vanity, the 
prime characteristic of our ego. If 
we were not so led, success might 
reach us a wider view of things, 
enlarge our outlook and strengthen 
our spiritual attitude. What counts 
is not security, success OF 
satisfaction, but the ceaseless 
efforts that we put forward and the 
failures we survive. 

These are the training schools 
for spiritual readiness. It is only 
when success follows that training 
that we come to regard it as 
something for which we are not 
responsible. Then we become 
humble. We see the hand of God i 
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orldly life is 

chaotic and 

fragmentary. 

It is full of 

neOmessem 
troubles, unrest, agitation and 
tribulations. It is characterised by 
appalling ignorance, disharmony 
and by a thousand forms of 
sorrow, 


Divine Life is based on yoga 
and pervaded by spirit of 
Vedanta. It is made up of 
selflessness, service, spiritual 
practice and self realisation. 
Live in peace and harmony with 
your fellow beings. Radiate 
goodness of heart all around. 
This is Divine Life. 


The most important thing 
about Divine Life is in the living 
of it, not so much in the knowing 
of it. But the importance of 
knowing it lies in the plain fact, 
that if you have to live it, you 
must know something of it, so 
that with a comprehensive 
knowledge you will be able to 
live it more effectively. 


So come and know how to 
live the Divine Life. 
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SWAMI SIVANANDA 


The world wants much more 
from you, you are special. Do 
not think you are only an 
ordinary individual, one ina 
million (you are a Sivananda 
family member). If every one 
of you make up your mind to 
lead The Divine Life today, 
from this very moment, what 
doubt is there that the entire 
Society of which you are a 
miniscule unit will not be 
blessed? 


On this day make your 
resolve to become strong and 
Powerful - physically, mentally 
and spiritually. 


Light the torch of Divine 
Life. 


Hold the torch aloft. 


Let humanity see the 
spiritual path, 


Find your way back to God. 


What you are, is God's gift 
to you. 
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a New Life Awaits You 





















What you become is your 
gift to God. 


The Global International 
Divine Life Society . 
Conference (New 
Millennium 
Commencement 
Meet) is to be held 
in Mumbai from 
Dec 30, 1999 to 
Jan 2, 2000. 
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25 YEARS YOUNG 
AND GEARED FOR THE 
NEW MILLENNIUM 





1974-1999 
M K RAJU CONSULTANTS PRIVATE LIMITED 


16 Srinagar Colony, Temple Avenue, Chennal-600 015 
Ph: 2352491, 2351154 Fax: (81)(44)2351070 
E-mail: mkrajuconsultants@vsni,com 


+ Integrated appraisals + Corporate strategy + Programmed cost Improvement (CIP) 
+ Computerization for management control + Enterprise resource Planning (ERP) 
- + Energy conservation + Combined Heat & Power Systems (CHP) 
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Krishna and Human 
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rishna advises 
Yudhisthira to 
send Bhima and 
Arjuna along 
with him for the 
"Pran-Yudh', with Jarasandh. 
Yudhishthira obeys Krishna's 
wish and says : 
freag arsit niaaa Fetter: | 
Taga À creat fal aa fag: 11 
(Sabha - 18; 11) 

"O Krishna! we are under 
your command. With you besides 
us, we know Jarasandh is already 
killed and is dead. We have also 
liberated the imprisoned kings 
from the clutches of Jarasandh 
and we have already performed 
the "Rajsuya Yagna' with you 
besides us." 

What Krishna wants, he gets. 
And so the devotees of Krishna 
know that whatever has to 
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happen according to Krishna's 
wishes, has already happened - 
“aima ama qa 1" 
- and that we are just 
instrumental to the happenings! 
Bhagwan Ved Vyas has 


` beautifully described the manner 


in which all the three approached 
Jarasandh's abode: “It looked as if 
Lions of Himalaya were moving 
towards the stable of cows!’ 

As a poet, Vyas has done 
justice to all the characters of the 
Mahabharata, however small. 
Jarasandh was considered an 
immoral person, but he had his 
own moral conduct, his own 
Dharma. When Krishna and the 
two Pandu brothers approached 
Jarasandh, he knew that they were 
not Brahmins from the looks of 
them. So he asked them : 
uci aga qd AT OY WW d 

(Sabha - 19;40) 
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"Please tell the truth. You do 
not appear to be Brahmins; you 
look like ones from a royal family. 
And royal persons look dignified 
and good when they speak the 
truth." 

Truth was Jarasandh's 
strength. When Krishna asked 
him about the kings who were 
imprisoned by him and who were 
to be sacrificed in his Yagna, 
Jarasandh replied without 
fumbling : "Yes, I have won them 
and they are my prisoners. How 
can anyone become a prisoner of 
war, without losing the battle?" 

Jarasandh was then challenged 
to a `Pran Yudh' by Krishna and 
Krishna gave him a choice, to 
choose his opponent from the 
three of them. Jarasandh very 
justly chose Bhima who looked 
most powerful. 

Jarasandh does not boast about 
his strength and does not say "T 
will win", but he concedes that he 
can lose the battle at the hands of 
his opponent, and says : 
afte acest err amd Aaa fafi 

(Sabha : 21, 7) 
"Bhima, I will fight with you, 
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because it is a matter of pride to 
_be defeated by the best". 

Bhima defeats and kills 
Jarasandh as expected by 
Yudhisthira. Many different . 
stories prevail about this duel 
which say that Bhima killed 
Jarasandh by deceit. The 
Mahabharata says : On the 
fifteenth day of the ^Pran Yudh’, 
Krishna advised Bhima not to 
torture Jarasandh any more. After 
this advice, Bhima kills 
Jarasandh. 

Krishna then liberates all the 
imprisoned kings who were in 
Jarasandh's custody, and helps 
Yudhishthira to perform ~Rajsuy 
Yagna'. l 

Krishna has been accused of 
performing many disreputable 
actions and this action is one of 
them. 

Krishna had to square up old 
differences with Jarasandh. Did 
he deliberately manage this duel, 
using Bhima as an instrument to 
kill Jarasandh? No, it was not à 
deliberate attempt. If ~Rajsuya 
Yagna' were to succeed, 
Jarasandh's existence meant an 
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obstacle as he would not have 


allowed - Yudhisthira to 
successfully perform the Yagna. 

Besides, Krishna had ordered 
Jarasandh not to go ahead with 
his "Nara Megh Yagna' and had 
challenged him to a `Pran Yudh' 
if he did not obey Krishna, who 
said: 

"We the mighty three are here 
to protect Dharma. It is improper 
to eive offerings of human beings 
in the Yagna. We are gammon: 
(Sabha 20: 23), i.e. we are those 
who desire the freedom of the 
imprisoned kings". 

Krishna does have an enmity 
with Jarasandh, but here his 
personal animosity does not 


work. Jarasandh was to sacrifice - 


human beings- the kings he had 
captured for the "Nara Megh 
Yagna'. If he had succeeded, it 
would have done great harm to 
the whole society; and to prevent 
Jarasandh doing so, it was very 
necessary to stop him or to 
eliminate him. 

^Rajsuya Yagna' was now to 
be performed and before starting 
the Yagna, it was customary to 
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offer the offerings and prayers to 
people of six categories viz. (1) 
The head of the religion, (2) the 
officiating priests at the sacrifice, 
(3) the relatives, (4) the graduates, 
(5) the friends and (6) the kings 
present during the “Rajsuya 
Yagna'. Now the vital question 
that came up was who should be 
the first to be honoured? In favour 
of this question Bhishma says : 
areata Marara amp | 
arfi genad Aa AUG wet fe T: I 
(Sabha 33; 29) 

"Krishna is lustre, Krishna is 
fragrance. Because of Krishna's 
presence, this assembly looks 
illuminated and exhilarated. The 
status Sun has in the cosmos, 
Krishna has amongst brave 
heroes. And so, Krishna should 
be the one, who should be 
worshipped first”. 

This was proposed by 
Bhishma, but Shishupal was the 
one who opposed it. He was 
against Krishna being honoured 
first. The events that followed 
after this episode are wellknown 
to readers of the Mahabharta. 

Shishupal was so much 
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enraged by this suggestion of 


Bhishma that he started abusing 
Krishna. This act of vilification 
was, perhaps, one of the last 
hundred offences Shishupal had 
committed against Krishna. 
Shishupal said : 
AJF: Gott cei gadig menit | 
fan: uror frere arf ter frat ui 
(Sabha - 34; 19) 
"You are like a dog who eats 
away the offerings of Yagna, 
which is kept in a safe place. You 
are a bad person and do not 
deserve any part of the offerings 
of the sacrifice. But still you are 
going to get it, so do not feel 
proud and honoured by it”. 
Krishna quietly listens to this 
humiliation. Bhishma wanted to 
argue, but then feels, "let the dog 
bark till the lion is asleep'. 
Krishna does not indulge in 
slandering as he believed in 
doing his work silently, and when 
the time was ripe, he did not 
hesitate to decapitate Shishupal. 
(To be Conta.) 
(Translated from the Original 
Gujarati by Dr. Bharathi 
Harindra Dave) 
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Biessed wisdom in sanskrit verse 
Heavenly song in meters terse: 
Arjun receives Krsna's light, ` 
Gita's mystic message is bright. 
And Krsna talks of dharmic role, 
Values, conflicts, body, soul 
Action selfless, contemplation, 
Devotion, death and transmigration, 
God's awareness, matter, mind: 
Insights given'to humankind. 


Through sacred slokas are revealed 









Ageless wisdom on battlefield. 










From Nuggets from the Gita 


- Vardaraj V. Raman 
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Name of the scheme One time Amount for 
payment permanent 
Endowment 













Lunch feeding (Samaradhana) to Vidyarthis, 
part expenses for Homely meals, 
Dwadasi / Amavasya / Pournami Endowment 
(with Special meal) 

Sumangali Prarthana : Rs.1000/- 

with feeding to students Rs.500/- 

Rice & Dhal Endowment : (75 kgs per day) 
Vedas & Shastras Education (Siksha) / 
Rakshana Endowment : 










500/- Rs.5,000/= 














1,500/= Rs.15,000/= 



















Rs.15,000/= 
Rs.10,000/= 


1,500/- 
1,000/- 










12,000/- P.A.| Rs. 1 lakh 


(per Student) 







We have purchased one building which is to be reconstructed to have 

approximately 8500 Sq.ft. The estimated cost of construction is Rs.50 lakhs. 

Any amount by way of donation will be accepted. 

Asfa eer Aah frente | qr: d 3: PITT AAT: [agar WATT 
All communications / A/c payee crossed D D in favour of A.V.M.S.G.D.P.S. 

Samithi may please be sent to the above address. 

Donate liberally for noble and sacred Vedic cause. 
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VALMIKI RAMAYANA 
Uttarakanda 





qug q ur mf agama | 
Verg are afar ferrem paren; | 
Tamutsrujya Tu Saa Garbham Vidyutkesarataarthinnee 

Reme Tu Saardham Patinaa Vismrutya Sutaatmajam 
- Abandoning the child there in her e 
mate with Vidyutkesa again, she went away and 
spent her days in dalliance with her husband, and 
pic forgot the child born of her womb. 


ks er =o: Š 
TAE: ag rg: Pachena: | 
dct TETTE ead fe atte yE i 
—  Tayotsrustah Sa Tu Sisuh Saradarka i 
ae samudyutili 
Nidhayaasye Svayam Mustim Ruroda Sure NE 


The abandoned child, who shone like the autumn 
sun, cried thrusting his fist into his mouth 


agerness to 
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aet Sore otra fea: frr. 
o a rey & yore : 
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Tato Vrushabhamaasthaya Paarvatyasahitah Sivah 

Vaayurmaargena Gacchan Vai Sushrava Ruditasvanam 

Apasyadumayaa Saardham Rudantam Raashasaatmajam 
Siva, who happened to be riding on His bull with 
Parvati, along the sky, heard the wailing. He and 
Uma saw the crying Rakshasa baby. 


aeaa Waar refer: | 
d weraremst da ash Aa or: AAA II 
Kaarunyabhaavaat Paarvatyaa Bhavastripurasuudanah 
Tam Raashaatmajam Chaiva Chakre Maatureva Vayah Samam 
As Parvati was moved to pity, the Lord Bhava, 
Destroyer-of-the-cities made the Rakshasa child 
of the same age as his mother. 


amit aa d areal NESAS: | 
quaest urere Urea: RaT 1 


swf aÙ ait Wea FATA | 

acteristics walt: Wer ven TM 

Ue Us aa: urfutque Fa: AAT I 
Amaram Chaiva Tam Kritvaa Mahaadevooasharoo avyayah 
Puramaakasanam Praadaat Paaryatyaah Priyakaamyayaa 
Umayaapi Varo Datto Raakshasaanaam Nrupaatmajaa 
Sadhopalapdhirgarbhasya Prasutih Satya Eva Cha 
Satya Eva Vayah Praaptirmaatureva Vayah Samam 
Mahadeva, who knows neither change nor wane, 
made him an immortal and gave him a city that 
could fly in the sky, from his desire to please 
Parvati; and Uma bestowed on the Rakshasa race 
the boon of instant pregnancy and instant delivery 
as well as attainment by the child at the moment of 
birth of the same age as the mother. 
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RELEVANCE OF 


ASTROLOGY-1, ;.- 


i 


G. B. FORBES 


ORIGIN & HISTORY 
he origin &-history 
of astrology is rather 
uncertain, in the 


sensé that its 
antiquity is not 
clearly traceable. Each 


civilization claims that the origin 
of astrology was at the time of its 
, zenith. Thus, we have the 
Egyptians claiming that astrology 
started during its civilization, 
while the Chinese make a similar 
claim. The Babylonians and the 
Greeks also make the same 
claims. Further back in time, the 
Maya and the Inca cultures also 
bear testimony to the fact that 
astrology was known and 
flourished during those days. 
India also attributes the origin of 
this subject to the Vedic period. It 
is, however, historically 


established that the first Ever 
Religion was Zoroastrianism, 


‘whose Prophet Lord Zoroaster 


was born 6000 B.C. i.e. about 
8000 years ago. The Saptarshi 
calculations also support this 
thesis. Yet, we find that even 
before the birth of Zoroaster, - 
during the Kyanian Dynasty in 
Persia, the entry of the Sun in 
Sayana Aries was celebrated as a 
major festival during the reign of 
King Jamshed, after whose name, 
even today, the Persians and the 


G. B. Forbes 
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Parsees celebrate the Vernal 
Equinox named after the king, as 
Jamshedi Naoroz. Thus, the 
science of astrology was known 
even before the birth of Zoroaster. 
In fact, archaeologists have 
recently unearthed a bone said to 
be over 30,000 years old, bearing 
marks that appear to refer to the 
phases of the Moon. It would, 
therefore, be proper to say that 
the origins of astrology, probably 
date back almost as far as human 
kind itself. 

However, nature and time take 
a toll of all civilisations. Hence, 
today, perhaps the most ancient 
recorded text on the subject of 
astrology appears to be the 
monumental work of 
Varahmihira's Brihat Jataka, 
which is said to be about 2000 
years old. Later on, Parasara, 
Gargacharya, Battotapala, were 
also the doyens of the subject. 
Amongst the more recent 
authoritative texts is Tetrabiblos, 
written in the second century A.D. 
by Alexandrine Claudius 
Ptolemy. His catalogues and 
atlases of the stars and planets 
were unmatched for accuracy 
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until the 17th century. 
Subsequently, with the growth of 
Christianity, astrology gradually 
fell into disrepute. 

In the East, however, 
astrological writings and 
techniques continued to flourish 
and were passed on to the Arabs. 
The Arabs pursued the study of 
Astrology, side by side with 
astronomy. The scholars such as 
Abu Massar and Al-Biruni, were 
truly great astrologers, having 
studied the subject with help of 
their Persian masters. In fact, the 
Tajiks were also well adepts in the 
subject and it is from the Yavanas, 
that the entire Branch of 
Varshaphala has been included in 
Indian texts by translations of 
Acharya Nilkantha and Samar 
Simhadi. It was through the Latin 
translations of the Arabic 
astrological texts, that the 12th 
century European scholars 
"rediscovered" astrology and by 
the 16th century, astrology was 
again fully revived and became an 
acknowledged part of the cultural 
outlook of all men of learning. It 
was during this era that great 
astrologers such as Johannes 
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Kepler and Dr. John Dee 
flourished. 

During the late 19th century, 
astrology received considerable 
boost from the occult revival 
lauched by Madame H.P. 
Blavatsky and her Theosophical 
Society. Some of the modern day 
astrologers of repute are Alan 
Leo, Evangeline Adams, Elsbeth 
Ebertin, Sephariel, Raphael, Prof. 
E.H.Bailey and our own Dr. 
B.V.Raman. : 

BASIS AND RELEVANCE 
OF ASTROLOGY 

Time and again, the doubting 
Thomases and the so called 
rationalists have cast aspersions 
on the validity of astrology. A 
simpler and straightforward poser 
they put is, "how can planets, 
which are so far away from us, 
have any effect on the life on 
Barth?" For a searching mind in 
pursuit of Truth, this is a good 
enough question. But for those 
who attack the subject, not having 
an open and unbiased mind, it js 
merely a timepass with the intent 
to denigrate the subject, without 


even having studied it, in the first 


place. The above question can be 
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effectively explained now, 
scientifically, for those who 
always want and insist on 
"scientific proofs". So here we go 
In March 1951, John H 
Nelson, an American electronic 
and radio engineer, published ar 
article in the RCA Review, 
technical journal published by the 
Radio Corporation of America 
which was sensational, in the 
Sense that it shattered the 
orthodox views about humans and 
the Universe. His finding 
appeared to confirm the basi 
belief of Astrology, that tl 
planets can and do influence o 
lives. His research proved that 
apparent difficulty or ease 0l 
Shortwave Radio 
Communication, was due to the 
Varying positions of the Earth’ 
Planetary neighbours. Nelson 
checked records of radio 
disturbances dating back to tht 
1920s. He found that magnetit 
Storms-the cause of radi? 
disturbances-occur when two of 
more planets, viewed from th? 
earth, are either very clos? 
together, or at right angles to 0€ 
another, or 180 degrees apart. Th? 
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position of the planets did appear 
to influence radio reception, and 
in way that came as no surprise 
to the astrologers. We know these 
relationships as aspects between 
the planets and are known to us 
since ancient times. The 
conjunction when the planets are 
very close together on the same 
side of the Sun, is considered 
neutral. When the planets are in 
square, at right angles to one 
another, it is seen as 
disharmonious and even evil. The 
same applies when the planets are 
in opposition i.e. 180° apart on 
opposite sides of the Sun. 

Nelson's research also 
"discovered" that magnetic 
disturbances were notably absent 
and that fhe short-wave reception 
was, therefore, good when two or 
more planets were 60° or 120° 
apart. These are precisely the 
aspects that astrology regards as 
harmonious, easy and good. 

Further, Nelson also found 
that aspects of 135° and 150° also 
affected radio reception. These 
aspects are also considered 
negative in astrology. 

The proof of the pudding, they 
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Say, is in the eating. Nelson tried 
to project his findings to the 
future planetary positions and 
obtained an 80% accuracy. Later 
by refining methods to include 
details of all the planets, he 
increased his success rate to a 
dizzy 93%. Nelson thus 
provides the first piece of 
scientific evidence to show that 
life on Earth could be 
influenced by the Planets. 

The late Dr. Rudolf 
Tomaschek, an academic 
physicist and Chairman of the 
World Geophysical Council, 
made a statistical analysis of 134 
large earthquakes. He found that 
the planetary positions in 
relationship to the place and time 
of these earthquakes were highly 
significant. The "earthquake 
aspects" almost include one or 
more of the planets Jupiter, 
Herschel and Neptune. The 
stronger the earthquake, the more 
likely these planets were involved, 
often in the traditionally sinister 
square or opposition aspects. 

On the other hand, a Soviet 
physician, Dr. A.K-Podshibyakin, 
discovered a remarkable and 
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unique connection between 
physical events on the Sun and the 
incidence of road accidents in the 
(then) Soviet Union. His 
findings, published in 1967 
showed that the day after a solar 
flare-a magnetic storm on the 
surface of the sun, there was a 
marked increase in road 
accidents, often four times the 
daily average. His findings were 
even accepted by researchers in 
West Germany. He informed that 
the Solar flares produce a 
tremendous amount of ultraviolet 
radiation, which causes changes 
in the Earth's atmosphere, which 
in turn affects the human body, 
slowing it down. 

One of the most successful 
economic forecasts of the 19th 
century was made, not by an 
economist, but by an astronomer, 
Sir William Herschel (1738. 
1822) In a paper read before the 
Royal Society of London on Apri] 
16, 1801, he called attention to 
an apparent relationship between 
sunspot activity and the price of 
wheat. From deep studies of Six 
periods between 1650 and | 800, 
he concluded that in periods with 
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little or no sunspots, wheat wa 
scarce and hence prices were high] 
Conversely, in periods of 
abundant sunspots, crops wer 
abundant and prices low. 

The next major exponent of 
the Sunspot theory was the noted 
English economist, William 
Stanley Jevons (1835-1882), who 
read a paper "The Solar Period 
and the Price of Corn" before the 
Bristol meeting of the British 
Association in 1875. He stated: 
"Ithas lately been proved, beyond 
all reasonable doubt that there is 
a periodic variation in the suns 
condition, which also marked tlt 
occurrences of magnetic storms, 
cyclones and other meteorological 
disturbances. Thus rainfall and 
other atmospheric phenomena t 
more or less influenced by thé 
Same changes in the Suns 
condition. 

Now, if weather depends i 
any degree upon the solar period 
it follows that the harvest and the 
Price of grain will depend mo” 
or less upon the solar period an 
Will go through periodi? 
fluctuations in periods of time 
qual to those of the sunspots": 
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Freedom 






Voice 


of Dr. Jivaraj Mehta 


(B.1887) 


A doctor of medicine who distinguished 
himself alike as a member of his profession 
and as a statesman, Dr. Jivaraj Mehta has 
also his place in the scroll of honour of 
India's patriots. As a student at the Grant 
Medical College, Mumbai, Dr. Mehtais said 
to have bagged scholarships and prizes in 
seven out of eight subjects for topping the 
list and shared half the scholarship in the | 
eighth subject with a class-fellow. He spent é 
seven years in London from 1908 for his M.D.; he also passed 
the M.R.C.P. examination. It was during his stay in London that 
he came in contact with Gandhiji. In Mumbai, where he had a 
roaring practice, he joined the protest against the Jallianwala Bagh 
massacre. He joined the service of Baroda in 1924 and later 
took charge of two leading hospitals in Mumbai. But the Civil 
Disobedience movement caught him in its vortex and he was 
jailed. He also plunged into the Quit India Movement in 1942 
and was in jail again. 

Dr. Mehta's political career was as distinguished as his 
professional career. He was first elected to the Bombay Legislative 
Assembly in 1946. He later served the State as Minister for 
Finance Public Works and Industries. As the Prime Minister of 
Baroda, he worked for the smooth accession of the State to the 
Indian Union. He initiated several welfare measures as the first 
Chief Minister of Gujarat. In 1963 he went to London as Indian 
High Commissioner to the U.K. He was elected to the Lok Sabha 
in 1971. 

Dr. Jivaraj was Chairman of the Bombay Gandhi Smark Nidhi. 
He was closely associated with Kulapati Munshi and the Bhavan. 

Dr.Jivaraj Mehta's wife, Smt Hansa Mehta, was a distinguished 
educationist and a leader of the women's movement. 
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Voice 
of 


Freedom K.S. Venkataramani 
(1891-1952) 


Described as the 'Tagore of the 
South’, K.S. Venkataramani 
was a thinker and an idealist, 
writer and patriot. He threw 
himself heart and soul into the 
Gandhian Constructive | 
Programme for rural uplift. He |- 
was for sometime Advisor to 

the ruler of Alwar State on rural 
development. He was one of hee 
the pioneers of Indo-Anglian t - 
literature. He Wrote essays, 
short stories and novels in a st 


$ yle characteristically his 
own - poetic and studded with 


similes and metaphors. 
His two novels, 'Kandan 


He had a fine sense of rhythm. 
the Patriot' and 'Murugan the Tille were intended to 
illustrate Gandhian politics and 

that his 'Kandan the Patriot’, p 

proscribed but it did not h 

for ten years, 'Bharata Mani' 

but the satisfaction of doing 


K in Mam and water-laved' 
E m ple life bordering anaush zo district. He lived a 
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Subsequently, the Garcia- 
Mata-Shaffner studies of 1934 
confirmed the earlier Hershell 
Jevons efforts to correlate 
business and sunspot cycles in 
terms of an | 1-year periodicity as 
also the 35 year periodicity. 

Besides having an effect on 
business activity, the sunspot 
cycles also has a marked 
influence on the rate of heart 
attacks on human beings. The 
medical fraternity has of late 
acknowledged this correlation 


too. It is a known and accepted 
fact by modern science, that a 
number of spots appear upon the 
sun, when Jupiter is in perihelion 
and disappear when Jupiter is in 
aphelion. They tend to affect the 
nervous system, make men 
irritable, quarrelsome and violent. 
These spots disturb the gases of 
our atmosphere and tend to 
epidemics, tornadoes, cyclones, 
cloudbursts and atmospheric 
disturbances. 

(To be Contd.) 


Amazing Science of Jyotisha 


The ancient lore of India is unique, for in many branches, 
its attempt was to probe the mysteries of life and death. Of 
this lore, the most amazing has been the science of Jyotisha, 
Astrology. 

The lore is doubtless fascinating. From very early days, 
I have taken interest in friends and astrologers trying their 
skill on the planetary chart of the heavens at the moment of 
my birth, for that is what a horoscope is. I have never closed 
my mind to the science. 

In condemning astrology, we shut our face against a 
science with a predetermined vision. If explored with 
patience, honesty and skill, it might perhaps break through 
the barrier which separates life from death, the present from 
the future; it might give an insight into man's endeavour 


and his ultimate destiny. 
Dr. K.M. Munshi 
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Spiritual Foundation for Peace 


What is peace? 


Both terms are difficult to define but both are 
understood. Man is on a quest for peace but 
it has so far eluded him. Is spirituality the 
answer? Yes, if it is understood as the act of 
the good Samaritan in the Biblical story. It is 


What is spirituality? 


Justice Kell MOE 





an act inspired and guided by other-regarding interests. 


These views were expressed by Justice Shri K.T. Thomas, 


Judge of the Supreme Court, in his inaugural address at the 


seminar on 'Spiritual Foundation for Peace' held in New Delhi 


an Oct 23, 1999. 


Among the participants of the seminar were Sri Sankaracharya 
of Prayag, Rev. Fr. Alen D. Lask, Archbishop of Delhi, the 
Jatedar of the Amritsar Golden Temple and Imam Wahid Khan 


of Juma Masjid, Delhi. 


pirituality and peace, 
both are abstract 
subjects. For a 
speaker, ill-trained as 
I am in both subjects, 
this would be an imaginative 
journey from one abstract to 
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another. I know that peace is 
catchword, which has thrilled 
humanity at all times. Peace is 
the offer which world leaders and 
religious prelates have lavishly 
supplied to their followers. Peace 
is the only dream which has 
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eluded the humans throughout 
history and in all generations. I 
may not be misunderstood when 
I say that one of the casualties of 
all religions is peace. It was, 
perhaps, in that context that Jesus 
Christ proclaimed in 
unambiguous terms that 'I have 
not come to give peace, but 
sword." But the sword to be 
possessed was the courage to 
fight against exploiters of 
religion and power-brokers of 
God. He realised that the greatest 
enemies of peace were the then 


religious hierarchy. He, 
therefore, called them 
“hypocrites.” 


Almost a quarter of a century 
ago, I had the privilege to attend 
a World Conference on Peace held 
at a fascinatingly beautiful place 
called "Pallacious" in Texas. 
There we discussed, during the 
course of one week, various facets 
of peace. But after one week of 
such discussion, I felt that we 
reached only where we started 
from. As usual, we also passed 
certain hope-instilling resolutions 
and then we appealed to the world 
leaders to strive hard for world 
peace. At the end felt, perhaps 
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as a pessimist, that the work 
leaders were till then waiting y 
hear a formula for attaining wor 
peace. But, even thereafter, work 
leaders have been involvir 
themselves in fierce battles whid 
they justify as efforts fo 
establishing eternal peace. 

Spirituality is equally 
attractive expression. Whateve 
is felt as good by the people: 
attributed to spirituali 
Whatever bad had emerged w 
attribute it to the self of man. Thi 
was the kind of talk in all spiriti: 
seminars held then and now. 

It is a pristine doctrine tht 
man is composed of both go% 
and evil. Ido not know why son 
are good and some are not. Inl: 
school at Rajkot where Mahattl! 
Gandhi studied, a small incidet 
happened which he had recounte 
in his autobiography. When th 
School Inspector, Mr. Gil 
visited the class in which Gandhi 
was then studying all excep! 
boy was prepared to commi 
deception by copying the woll 
kettle.’ The name of that boy wit 
declined to do it then W 
Mohandas Karamchand Gant! 
We called him Mahatma Gand 
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many many years thereafter. I 
used to think very seriously why 
there was only one student 
among so many in the class:who 
was not prepared to deviate from 
the path of ethical standards. 
Was it because people then were 
bad? People, then and now, 
remain by and large the same. 
We are not worse than the 
average Rajkot student. What 
would have been the nature of the 
freedom struggle in India if that 
solitary Rajkot student had not 
eventually emerged to lead our 
independence movement? 

Peace is generally understood 
in a negative sense. When there 
is no war we say that there is 
peace. When war erupts we feel 
that peace is suspended again. If 
that be so, peace is phenomenon 
for lucid intervals particularly 
during the post-Second World 
War period. 

Man's Adaptability 

When you look at all the creations 
in the world, man is the only 
creature who has transformed and 
adapted himself into new 
functional spheres. If you look 
at all the creatures of the water, 
you will notice that none among 
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them had gone even one step 
beyond its functions which their 
predecessors did thousands of 
years ago. 

When we look at all the flying 
creatures in the air, none of them 
has advanced even a wee-bit 
beyond what their predecessors 
were doing centuries and 
centuries ago. Looking at all 
crawling creatures and all the 
four-legged animals none could 
do anything beyond what their 
forbears did at all times. But the 
only creature which is functioning 
far different and far advanced 
from what its primogenitors did, 
is the human being. 

What is the reason? Man is 
endowed with an intellectual 
faculty. When other creatures 
react instinctively man reacts 
intellectually. This intellectual 
faculty is really the creativity in 
man. He has the capacity to 
create as well as recreate. The 
Supreme Creator made a world 
for human beings to improve upon 
it. No doubt man did make a lot 
of improvements. But man also 
indulged in devastating 
destructive activities in the world 
created by the Supreme Creator. 
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You can compare the creative 
deeds which man achieved with 
the destructive deeds which man 
perpetrated. Is there any doubt 
that destructions are far more 
than creations? 
Spirituality 

Why it is so? Here comes the 
relevance of spirituality. Though 
it is indefinable it is discernible, 
it cannot be perceived by human 
senses; but it can be absorbed by 
the intellectual faculties. 

The best short story I have ever 
heard in my life is the story of the 
Good Samaritan. That story 
highlighted the supreme 
importance of spirituality. The 
story can be retold in contemporary 
terms. 

A Jew was proceeding along the 
highway from Jordan to Tel Aviv. 
He was stopped on the way by 
dacoits. He was attacked and 
robbed of all his wealth. He was 
lying on the roadside having 
sustained serious injuries, A 
Jewish priest was going that way 
in acar. He saw the injured man 
lying bleeding. But as the priest 
was going to the Synagogue to 
conduct worship he could not 
afford to waste his time. So he 
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proceeded to the Center fy 
worshipping God. Next came; 
Christian Preacher. He also s; 
the injured. But what could hed: 
as he was to preach in the chur 
and any time spent here wouldl 
at the cost of reaching the chur 
late. So he also proceeded to th 
Preaching Hall. Then came: 
member of the PLO in a car; k 
was a businessman. He saw lk 
person lying injured. Even afte 
identifying him as a Jew he alighte! 
from his car, took up the injured 
his lap, poured some water intoli 
mouth, bandaged his wounds a 
carried him into the car. He straigt 
drove to the nearest hospital an 
got the injured man admitted ther 
He paid some money as advan 
and furnished a guarantee to i 
hospital for payment of the balan 
amount when the final bill wë 
drawn. 

The spirituality which Joon! 
large in this story is not somethilt 
which the five senses can perce!” 
nor the brain absorb. It is the 
Spirituality highlighted in the sto? 
Which can lead to peace. ^" 
foundation for this spirituali 
should be laid not on sands, but 
Sturdy ground, , 
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Threshold of the Millennium 
Sharda Deshmukh 


‘Golden Hour is a diary of an imaginary holiday spent by the 
author on the top floor of a skyscraper, ‘rising from the sea and 
touching the sky’. Interwoven with the experiences and the 
observations of each day, is the story of man ‘living in his great 
habitat-this earth, this universe’. Sharda Deshmukh takes the 
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reader ‘through various Spaces and times’ onwards to the 
Golden Hour of the New Millennium which mankind will soon 


be reaching. Written in a unique style, the book is a beautiful 


blend of facts, imagination, the author's past experiences, and 


her remarkable poems. 


Sharda Deshmukh, a Professor of Philosophy, psychology, | 


and Logic, was actively associated with different aspects of | 
student life and higher education for more than twenty-five || 
years. Changing her profession, she worked as an executive n | 


a shipping company for almost two decades. Now retired, she | 


is also the author of the uncommon and much 


"Atlantis! Atlantis!" also published by the Bharatiya Vidya 
Bhavan. 


The following is an extract of ‘Day-7 - Siren' 


his afternoon, still 
enjoying the 
euphoria of the — had been one of the most powerful 
Spaceexperience'of — forces that had shaped history in 


the last evening, the twentieth century. 
while I was at the city windows, 


the siren from the factory below 
announced with deafening noise, 


window and comin gto the Screen, 


eliminate the great gap between 


: the haves and the have-nots, 
the end of one shift and the and establish a classless society 
beginning of the next, destroying giving rise to prosperity, 
that joy and peace. Lagain started equality and fr eden p d by 
thinking of the workers, and the TE 


the idea of thi : 
siren seemed to mea symbol of i his utopia, many 


s individuals i 
their shameful plight. Leaving the dedicated ioe Ls 
S to 
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acclaimed book, | 


I thought of communism, which | 


Communism which was to | 
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task of realizing these ideals 
but had failed miserably. 

As the siren blew again, I 
thought of communism in the 
former USSR, which had been 
the world's first and most 
powerful communist country, 
till it collapsed about a decade 
ago. It collapsed after more 
than seventy years because it 
had proved to be ineffective in 
promoting economic efficiency 
and growth. Far from realizing 
the ideals of communism and 
implementing Marx's motto, 
"From each according to his 
ability, to each according to 
his need," it had established 
one of the worst dictatorships 
in history. During the Stalin 
era in particular, for more than 
twenty years, unbelievable 
atrocities were inflicted on 
people and more than a million 
people were killed or exiled to 
concentration camps under 
the slightest suspicion of 
being anti-Communist. It was 
neither freedom nor equality, it 
Was fear and poverty that 


permeated people's lives. Inow 
started thinking about other 
communist countries and felt 
that it was the same failure that 
had gripped the Eastern 
European countries, and the 
countries of East Asia, like 
China, where freedom-hungry 
people threw away the shackles 
of communism without much 
difficulty. And I felt that 
communism, a system that had 
oppressed, impoverished, and 
enslaved millions of people for 
a long time, had to dig its own 
grave. Coincidentally, the 
Screen was now showing 
demolition of the Berlin Wall - 
a symbol of communist 
tyranny. Breaking of this wall 
was a death-knell of that 
tyranny, and it was the first 
symbolic act of FREED MEN, 
an act that proclaimed the 
arrival of a new age. It was also 
an act of re-unification; an act 
that could be a source of 
inspiration for other countries. 

While a commercial came 
up and I was changing the 


*In front of the sofa in the sitting area, was a television set, with its big 
Magic Screen. Standing on the top of the TV, like an ever-present witness, 
a Saakshi - | call him Saak - was the latest addition to the august 
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channel, I looked at Saak* who 
immediately said: True that 
communism has suffered a 
severe setback; but has 
capitalism today taken great 
strides of success? Saak, 
capitalism has not collapsed as 
expected by Marx and others, 
and perhaps, it is the economic 
system of most countries today, 
but something seems to be 
missing. Now seeing on the 
Screen, crowds of hungry 
children from a developing 
country, where capitalism had 
replaced communism - children 
with protruding ribs and big 
hungry eyes, moving towards 
certain death - I continued: 
Saak, the main attraction of 
capitalism had been the belief 
in an individual's freedom to 
carry out his economic 
activities largely free from 
government control, and the 
belief that free markets always 
led to prosperity and full 
employment. But these dying 
children seemed to belie these 


un me É 
assembly of the elephant - headed icons dergo 


beliefs and these hopes, and to 
indicate that market economy 
by itself was not enough, that 
there were other factors, which 
operate in the so-called free 
markets, which have to be taken | 
into consideration. 


Saak who had been listening | 
quietly, now interrupted to | 
point out that free markets 
balanced by demand and supply | 
existed only in textbooks on) 
economics. Yes Saak, but what | 
about freedom? Is it the| 
freedom to die that these 
children were enjoying? 
Capitalism was also supposed | 
to lead to a high standard of | 
living for the people. Which 
people, Saak? People who 
enjoyed that standard were few; 
as for the masses, they | 
continued to live the same | 
marginal lives they had always | 
lived. Saak looked at me and | 
said slowly: Hadn't the 


connotations of capitalism and | 
communism 





£ of wisdom "living" in thi 
Saak was small, plain, and very human; his dE En in this ae 
and watching everything with his penet clasped at the bac" 


that he was about to say something - so 
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rating eyes, and I always fel! 
mething pertinent. 
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change, making it difficult to 
think in terms of classical 
communism or classical 
capitalism? T agreed with Saak, 
and it seemed to me that this 
explained the phenomenon of 
the neo-lefts and the neo-rights 
every where, and the fact that the 
so-called communist countries 
now allowed greater freedom 
and less governmental control, 
and the so-called capitalist 
countries now allowed greater 
governmental control, and less 
freedom! 

Going back to the original 
channel, I saw several persons 
hacking pieces out of the wall 
with hammers and chisels, and 
I felt that mere demolition of the 
wall, mere abolition of 
communism, mere introduction 
of capitalism cannot succeed in 
creating space for the 
reconstruction of man's life. It 
was clear that free market and 
globalization were not the 
panacea they were supposed to 
be, and that is why many 
countries of the world had 
Started becoming pink. I 
looked at Saak who pointed out 
that fragmentary approach 
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would not help; that things 
cannot be improved piecemeal. 
If injustice, gross inequality, 
and exploitation are to be 
removed, bringing individual 
human beings and their lives to 
the forefront, total re-thinking 
was needed. 

Suddenly the Screen became 
blank. And I thought of 
Mahatma Gandhi. From his 
simple ashrams, and simpler 
prison-cells, and through his 
travels across the length and the 
breadth of this vast country, 
Gandhiji had advocated his 
revolutionary ideas of love and 
non-violence, truth and 
trusteeship, satyagraha and 
sarvodaya. With these ideals, 
he had inspired his countrymen 
to fight a mighty empire and had 
led them to freedom, and in the 
process, had given a new 
dimension to man's social, 
political, economic, and 
religious thinking. I wondered 
if these ideas could provide a 
new perspective, and a new 
system, which would enable 
man to live a free, happy and 
fulfilling life. 
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Ranking Newspapers 


V.S.R.K. 
urs is a  oftheresultscause much surprise 
competitive age and are shocking, too. This is a 
in which the 


more we talk 

about equality 
the more we would like to single 
out what we think of as being the 
best on a hierarchical basis. 
Competitive rating begins from 
the kindergarten and extends to 
everything in life, from the most 
trifling to the most tremendous. 
The new millennium that will 
shortly be upon us has spurred, 
efforts to pick out the best among 
men and things during the 20th 
century. Thus, achievers in 
various fields, novels, films, 
songs and so on have become 
subjects of scrutiny for selection 
and ranking. The democratic 
procedure of inviting ‘opinion’, not 
necessarily based on close 
reasoning, and, on the basis of 
Statistical analysis, giving the 
results in terms of percentages, is 
being increasingly resorted to to 
establish the hierarchies. Some 
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matter on which opinion could be 
divided and you may have as 
many good reasons to prefer one 
as I may [have to prefer another. 
Perhaps, it would be more 
worthwhile to look for the ideas 
that have influenced the thinking 
of the people or even their way 
of life, than for men who have 
played some part in the passing 
show of life. The enduring must 


be balanced against the 
ephemeral. 
The American ‘Time’ 


- magazine started the exercise in 


March, 1998. It sought to profile 
100 ‘most influential people’ of 
the century in a series of its 
issues. The profiles were a 
combination of ideas and men. 
The latter were classified into six 
broad groups viz. Leaders and 
revolutionaries, artists and 
entertainers, business titans, 
scientists, thinkers and inventors, 


heroes and icons who shaped the 
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century and great Asians. To the 
category of thinkers it has added 
one more class, the tinkerers, the 


ability to turn electrons into 
television images was likewise as 
influential as figuring out what 


persons who 
find practical 
application to 
the theoretical 
formulations. 
Mentioning 
among the 
thinkers 
N e w toink 
Galileo, 
Descartes and 
Locke of the 
earlier centuries 
and Einstein, 


The Indian 


journals, by and large, 


do not set much store 
by research. While 
adopting the most 
modern information 
and printing 
technology, they seem 
to attach greater 
importance to format 


electrons are, 
Indeed, our 
century may be 
noted most for 
those who went 
out to their 
garages 
(metaphorically, 
at least) and 
helped bring 
out televisions 
and transistors, 
plastics and 
penicillin, 


James Watson ian the content which computers and 

and Francis caters to a variety of the World Wide 

Crick (the latter tastes. But the Me let ey 
d SAO cris o 

CO Seater: competitive spirit iS to the Time 


replicating 
structure of 
DNA), of the present century, 
Time refers to the 'tinkerers as 
follows: "The ability to transcend 
gravity, brought about by folks 
from the Wright Brothers to 
Robert Goddard, affected the way 
we live as much as Einstein's 
ability to figure out what gravity 
actually is. Philoo Farnsworth's 
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very much to the fore. 


magazine, the 
efforts of some 
Indian journals are not quite 
satisfactory - the selections are 
based on opinions and the profiles 
lack depth e.g. The Times of 
India, and Outlook of Nov 15, 
1999. The Indian journals, by and 
large, do not set much store by 
research. While adopting the 
most modern information and 
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printing technology, they seem to 
attach greater importance to 
format than the content which 
caters to a variety of tastes. But 
the competitive spirit is very much 
to the fore. 

CJR Norms 

The spirit of competition in the 
newspaper world has gone so far 
as to make the 'Columbia 
Journalism Review'(CJR) 
recently to ask 150 editors and 
former presidents of American 
Society of Newspaper Editors to 
pick out their 'top 10 choices’. 
The selection and ranking of 21 
newspapers was left to an 
independent committee. This 
business of ranking is a ticklish job 
as no single set of criteria could be 
adequate or satisfactory. The CJR 
itself laid down some vague criteria 
such as: writing and reporting 
quality; editing and graphics; 
integrity; accuracy and fairness; 
vision and innovation; and 
influence in their community and 
in the broader journalistic and 
public world. : 

One of the editors addressed for 
making a selection, pertinently 
raised the question: "There 
probably are 
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truly great 


newspapers in small towns tha | 


serve their communities well, but | 


most are unfamiliar to us. How can | 


we pass judgement intelligently if 
we don't read them daily?" 

The irony of it is that, while 
newspapers serve the readers by 
giving thema list of the best among 
men and things, it is difficult for 
them to make the choice of the best 
among themselves. The CJR's 
effort is novel and daring, yet far 
from Satisfactory. 

Newspapers, by and large, build 
themselves up Over the years on 
local’ preferences. It is the ‘local 
people, of a town or a city from 
Which a newspaper is published, 
who help decide the kind of news 
to be published, the features to be 
Carried, the personalities to be 
Projected - all these leading to the 
fixing of Circulation. This is one 
reason why Indian newspapers start 
multiple editions in different cities.. 
It is rarely that a newspaper 
identified with a Particular city or 
town in India makes a dent in the 
circulation of other papers in 
another city or town with its new 
edition. At any rate, this has not 
happened in India. 


© Manchester Guardian’ of 
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England was an example of an 
outstanding 'country' paper which 
held its own for more than one and 
a half centuries. Started in 
Manchester in 1821, far away from 
London, the paper became not only 
well known nationally but acquired 
an international reputation for the 
highest standards of journalism, 
thanks to a brilliant succession of 
editors and reporters, the formidable 
editor C.P. Scott being the most 
distinguished. 


The Editorial 


With technological innovations 
in printing and coverage of news 
with speed, great attention is now 
paid to page make-up and display. 
The columnists and the feature- 
writers have undermined the 
importance of the daily editorial and 
diminished the role of the editor. A 
veteran leader-writer, writing in the 
fifties, said: "The fusillades are 
SO many, so furious and so 
contrary, the reader clings so 
desperately to his spar of private 
hopes and fears in a chopping sea 
of universal uncertainty, and there 
is such an unintermittent squall of 
irrelevant news blowing, that the 
Confused din of opinion seems to 
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matter no more than the crackling 
of thorns." 

With the world becoming a 
‘global village', will the 
newspapers remain ‘local’ for 
long? The temptation to say 'No' 
is strong but the very 
competitiveness in the industry 
and the ‘local’ preference of the 
readers put a check on the undue 
expansion of the circulation of 
newspapers. 

Ultimately, it is the ordinary 
man who decides and one may not 
expect him to go by the ranking 
of newspapers by an external 
agency - he either likes or dislikes 
a paper and goes in for the one 
he likes. Apart from the price 
factor, personal taste, ideological 
considerations or just a desire to 
know what is happening around 
him govern his choice. Ranking 
of newspapers according to 
certain criteria may at best turn 
out to be an intellectual or 
academic exercise even as a list 
of 100 persons 'who made a 
difference to the century', 
prepared on the basis of opinions 
of readers, does not help towards a 
better understanding. = 
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Vimala Rasa of 
Vedanta Desika 


V. RANGANATHAN* 


ri Venkata Natha was 

born at Thooppul 

(Sacred grass), a 

suburb of the holy 

city of Kanchipuram 
in the year 1268. He was a great 
scholar of Sri 
Vaishnava 
Philosophy and 
was conferred 
the title Vedanta 
Desika - a guide 
to Vedanta. He 
lived for 101 
years and was a 
prolific writer. 
Vedanta Desika 
is the author of 
over 100 works 
in Sanskrit, Prakrit, Tamil and 
Manipravalam (combination of 
Sanskrit and Tamil). These works 
include Kavyas (epic poems), 
plays, stotras (devotional poems) 


* Shri Ranganathan IAS. is Addition 


Government of Maharashtra. 
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and philosophical works. 
The stotras of Vedanta Desika | 
are suffused with a deep | 


devotion to God and | 
are remarkable for their | 
poetic beauty. The | 


rhythm and flow | 
of words, the | 
richness 
flavour of the | 
diction and the 
happy blend of | 


are some of 
their outstanding 
features. To this 
day, the Stotras 
of Vedanta 
Desika are very 
popular and are recited in many 
homes daily. They are truly 
Vimala Rasaavaha (amer carat) 
carrying the clear stream of the 
compassion of the Lord. A few 


al Chief Secretary (Home) of the 
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gems from the stotras of Vedanta 
Desika are presented here. 

On the compassion of the 
Lord Dayashatakam of Vedanta 
Desika has 108  slokas 
in praise of the at (compassion) 
of Lord Balaji of Tirupati 
and was composed when 
he visited Tirupati for the 
darshan of Lord Balaji. 

TET rebel HOU cei xr [UT 

aren i 

fei Reufiterfr ea i 

gina E A I 
(amaa 3o) 

Daya Devi! I am the emperor 
of sins and you are the Empress 
of Good Qualities. Knowing this 
situation, you should yourself 
have me seated at the feet of Lord 
Balaji. 
serfagerfürar agU Tete: | 
merear qariy ai adit 
aaf aeaa yaara RAEN 1i 

(ammam - 42) 

Daya of Balaji! You are like 
the holy river Saraswati. Some 
times seen and some times unseen, 
the clear waters of compassion 
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flowing in you, cleanse the worst 
sins of all creatures. 
frami tar enfürgperafar: enrsfir 
eat 
Fact: gres Magara 
Wresepfae | 
wad: aah: wenigen eft 
(summae - 84) 

Daya Devi! Through the flood 
of the mercy of the Lord, you 
level the lowest and the highest. 
You bring Guha, Sugriva, 
Shabari, Sudama, the Hunchback 
and the Garland-maker, the 
lowest, on the same level as 
Balaji, the highest. 

Deep and Abiding Faith : In 
order to obtain the grace of the 
Lord, a firm faith ( qefayara) is 
a must. One finds a shining faith 
in the Lord in the works 
of Desika. Abhitistavam 
(anitfreray) was composed and 
recited by him praying for the 
establishment of normalcy at 
Srirangam after it was invaded 
and occupied by Turks. Shortly 
thereafter, the ruler of Gingee 
with a large force drove away the 
Turks and established 
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peace and 
Srirangam. 
aRar sour fa at 
Afaan Sater faa arer aT | 
sda yat a: vate amàn dq 
TART AAT aH: PT:N 
(aiman - o) 
One who reads your names 
Ramadayitac consort of Lakshmi, 
Rangabhuramana (Lord 
Ranganatha), Krishna, Vishnu, 
Hari, Trivikrama (Vamana, who 
measured the universe in three 
steps), Janardhana (The destroyer 
of the bondage of life), Triyuga 
(The one with 3 x 2 i.e., 6 
attributes viz., Gyana, Shakti, 
Bala, Aisvarya, Virya, Tejas), 
Natha (Lord of the universe) and 
Narayana does not come in the 
clutches of Yama. Then where is 
the question of his falling into 
Naraka? 


WequHaeTegymmmreritreradt 
wa farted catia fara: 


vatífsaa: | 
(aeta, - gu) 
In the Ramayana, when 
Vibhishana comes to Rama 
seeking his refuge, Overruling the 
advice of Sugriva and others, 
Rama decides to give him refuge, 


normalcy at 
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Saying : 
apaa AA aA sr ment | 
ari AAA Taree ad 


AA 13311 


(aseo swe: wi:) | 


"Itis my pledge to give refuge | 


to all creatures, who surrender to 
me even once". 


wat 3 fae 


"Rama does not change his | 


word" 
(For the sake of heightened 


emphasis, Rama speaks of | 


himself in the third person) 
Hence the Lord would not 
deny refuge to me. 


anggamu iagat 

Rinnam: | 

Vacdeaarfsrar 

ante cer ae Aafa wearer aa Il 
(aian - 23) 


Just as Prahlada, Kakasura, 
Gajendra, Draupadi, Vibhishana, 
Kaliya Nag, the cowherds of 
Brindavan, Ambarisha (who 
was saved by the Lord from the 
curse of Durvasa) and others took 
refuge in your feet and were freed 
from fear, likewise, oh Lord 
Ranganatha! May we also be 
freed al] fears by you. 


Shtabhujashtakam 
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(HEYAMEHA) is a stotra of 8 do n 


slokas in praise of Lord Gajendra 
Varada at Kanchipuram. 
We Haseena cate agr 
TAT pa: SAT rfr STAT LI 
(Says -4) 
If you show mercy on me, 
who can put me in fear? And, if 
you are angry, who can protect 
me? 
vem wt f cara: N 
(srmpemuaq-&) 
If you proceed to protect me, 
of what consequence are my 
efforts? And if you do not come 
forward to protect me, of what 
consequence are my efforts? In 
other words, all that matters is the 
grace of the Lord. 
Kamasikashtakam 
(amra) is a stotra of 8 
Slokas in. praise of Lord 
Nrisimha, who protected his 
Devotee, prahlada by killing his 
father Hiranyakasipu. 
rater verfer tarh: femel: 
caer mafa vari: Farr: | 
(aamen - 4) 
Oh Nrisimha! When you 
Protect me, what is the need for 
Other Protectors? And when you 
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ot protect me, of what avail 
are other protectors? In other 
words, all that matters is the 
protection of the Lord. 

EAI AAT STE: aradt qaad 

cant: rr sterner 


(sftxgfa: - <) 

A soul is normally supposed to 
suffer 84 lakh births. In this sloka, 
Desika indicates that each 
recitation of the names of 
Lakshmi, the Empress of the 
Universe and the consort of 
Vishnu, reduces the number of 
births by one. The names of the 
Goddess cited are Lakshmi, 
Padma, Jaladhi Tanaya (The 
ocean's daughter) Vishnupatni and 
Indira. 

Strong Attachment to 
Archavataram : Vedanta Desika 
had a deep attachment to the Lord 
as manifested in the sacred 
temples. In the Varadaraja 
Panchashat (avast), having 
51 poems in praise of the Lord 
Varadaraja of Kanchipuram, he 


Says - 
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ae 


" fortune of 





(oS Rd 





frat aiarad, 
eq E haar TCT 


Wed ynp AUT 
Srpeearetsfa + As RTT: N 
(aama - ¥8) 
Lord Varadaraja! The 


exquisite beauty of thy form is 
beyond the contemplation of the 
mind. I have the great good 
enjoying it 
continuously. Placed in this 
situation, I swear that I do not 
desire even stay in Vaikunta. 
While staying at 
Kanchipuram, Desika was 
repeatedly invited to the court of 
the Vijayanagara Emperor. 
Turning down the request, he 
composed the stotra, Vairagya 
Panchakam. (dr deren) 
arfed faa ssfsia fesferq mar 
fes ferar | 
eife 9 efasterit acq darme 


Boral 
(Suri - 4) 
I have no wealth left behind 
by my father, nor have I earned 
anything. However, Ihave on the 
top of HASTIGIRI Hill the 
wealth of my Grand father. 
This refers to Lord 


` Varadaraja, who is at the top of 


Hastigiri in Kanchipuram. The 
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word used’ for grand father, 
frame also means Lord Brahma. 
When Brahma performed 
Ashvamedha yaaga at 
Kanchipuram, Lord Varadaraja 
appeared before him and 
consented to stay there. 

eed medir: 


Tepererfermfso Terr: | 
efefrerfyrentanmgdttorr: utara: aeg 
aam anaa] 1| 

(arorerfayifa - 23) 

At the time of death, I should 
have before my eyes the vision 
of Venugopala - with a beautiful 
flute on the lips, a tilted peacock 
feather on the crown and with the 
body having the hue of Indranila 
stone. 

Remarkable similes : The 
poems of Vedanta Desika are 
Studded with scintillating similes. 
They convey the idea effectively 
and enhance the poetic beauty. 

_ Lord Hayagriva, an 
incarnation of Vishnu is the God 
of knowledge. The Hayagriva 
Stotram (ganta mtag) was 
composed by Desika, when the 
God appeared before him. 

Ra ear: 


a 
(aaa - $2) 


BHAVAN'S JOURNAL 











i a 





Lord Hayagriva! Those 
endowed with a pure Sattvic 
nature truly know you, the eternal 
one, the first among the words, 
viz., OM. Here am also refers 
to the letters of the alphabet and 
urgent the vowels, the vital letters 
of the alphabet. 
eftt sra anganga: geret: 
HAHAHA AT POT dT 
aera: Ul 

(amamma - 3) 

Though milk and sugar are 
tasty by themselves, they become 
tastier when mixed. From 
childhood  Balarama was 
associated with Krishna, making 
the Leelas of Krishna even more 
enchanting. 
goa d fifi ura: 2fffreremqen nar | 
sameaa SAT ATA II 

(amam - 1) 

In the first verse of the Stotra, 
Dayashatakam, Vedanta Desika 
refers to sugarcane juice which, 
when concentrated, becomes 
sugar. Likewise, the mercy of the 
Lord (which is sweet as 
Sugarcane juice) on 
concentration has become the 
Tirumala Hills. 
qufagedttf aaea 

(qareTTHy-€2) 
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The king punishes wrong 
doers; however, if his son 
commits a wrong, the punishment 
is mild. Likewise the punishment 
given to us, who have surrendered 
to you, would be mild. 
apsfa giai anasi gd 
erasian ah saris fter | 
agar Terr qavteratad Wt 
careat ASHE ey err: I 

(summe - $3) 

Here Vedanta Desika likens 
himself to a Rogue Elephant. 
Even when it sees food, it would 
be too mentally disturbed to eat. 
Even when punished, it would be 
arrogant. After it is bathed (to 
remove any irritant on the skin), 
it throws mud on itself. Even 
when humoured, it remains 
ferocious. The only way to 
control such a rogue elephant is 
to bind it with chains. Desika 
requests Dayadevi of Balaji to 
likewise bind him with the chains 
of her Grace. 

Aera fata are qetd 
aronfagratae AEAT: 1 
(summed - Yox) 

Here Vedanta Desika 
compares himself to a Veena 
being played by Lord Balaji and 
the resultant music is the Stotra, 
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Dayashatakam. The credit for the 
melodious music goes to the 
skilled musician and not to the 
Veena. 
mrana ate eer Sram: 
tamenfeg uarearfir mare | 
HEA EET FSA HTT 
BRS HAH AG esha UI 
(aama - 33) 
Varada! (Refers to Lord 


Varadaraja; Varada literally 
means the fulfiller of one's 
wishes) those devotedly attached 
to you, give up the desire for the 
position of Brahma, etc. How 
would a person who is keen on 
moving around freely in 
happiness relish the prospect of 
being chained in a prison, though 
the chains be golden? a 
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Better Light A Candle..... 


ProF. S.DANDAPANI 


"It is better to light a candle than curse the darkness." 


t was the end of October 
1961, Winter was just 
setting in New York, the 


most impersonal city in the 


world. Teachers’ 
College, Columbia University, 
was housed in its old 19th 
century building, not too far 
from Harlem, the dreaded 
place where the low-income 
group Negroes are 
concentrated. Adjoining the 
college stands the old 
dormitory, Whittier Hall, 
where the students are 
accommodated. I checked in 
feeling most uncomfortable | 
in that blessed City where 
food (vegetarian), climate, 
education and 
entertainment would pose | 
problems to the meek and 
weak-hearted. The next 
day an American (white) 
arrived with his baggage to Ñ 
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occupy the room opposite mine. 
I was hesitant to address the 
new-comer, I heard the knock 
and when I opened, the new- 
comer, Jim Velarius, stepped 
in, shook hands, and spent 
nearly an hour enquiring 
my background (an East- 
West Centre scholar from 
Madras, enrolled for 
Advanced Education at the 
University of Hawaii). I 
was in Columbia for a 
7| semester. Within an hour 

| acquaintance became close 
friendship when Jim 
related his background and 
his motivation to join the 


college. 
Jim graduated in 
science from the 


| University of Chicago, got 
a job as an Executive in 
|one of the foremost 
Departmental Stores, 
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having a chain of establishments 
from California to New York. 
Jim could fly any airline any 
time, stay in posh hotels, visit 
any of the branches of 
Woolworth, Departmental 
Stores. He was literally floating 
in dollars for a couple of years, 
still a bachelor at 30. 

On a wintry day at Detroit, 
Jim was about to step into 
Woolworth on his work. Just 
then an yellow mini-bus brought 
a bunch of little children, 
accompanied by a lady teacher. 
There was something odd about 
the appearance of those kids 
who were entering the Ford 
Museum to enjoy viewing the 
models of cars, made ever since 
Henry Ford designed his first 
one to the latest design. Jim 
forgot his duty, approached the 
elderly lady and enquired about 
those kids. He was informed 
that they were all mentally 
retarded children on a field-trip. 
Jim was moved beyond 
expression and he lost no time 
in surveying the catalogues of 
Universities that offered a 
course in Teaching the Mentally 
Retarded and chose Columbia 
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for studies. He chose to discard 
a job that gave him all the 
comforts that one could aspire 
for in life and prefer a path that 
only a person with a missionary 
zeal would opt for. This is only 
to state that not all Americans 
are after dollars and luxury. 
They choose a vocation that 
would afford fulfilment. Upon 
completion of the course, Jim 
joined as a teacher in a school 
for the Mentally Retarded, 
about 160 km away from the din 
and bustle of New York City. 
He was earning one-fourth of 
what he grossed at Woolworth, 
but his satisfaction multiplied 
four-fold! 

In a world, designed for the 
able and the ablest, the disabled 
find themselves misfits, 
discarded and detached. The 
mentally retarded are 
exceptional children, who 
cannot, for obvious reasons, 
Profit from the kind of 
instruction carried on in 
conventional classes because of 
cognitive deficit, They do not. 
on that score, forfeit their right 
to lead a fruitful life in tune with 
whatever limited potentialities 


BHAVAN'S JOURNAL 











SS EEE ITT T2CHmSMMGCUSUUMMMSOVRONGDEUUCCNMSENSEMEGE 





they possess. It is not their fault 
to be born handicapped 
mentally as it can be traced back 
to their genetic background. It 
may be due to chromosomal 
abnormalities or because of 
anaesthetic drugs consumed by 
pregnant mothers to reduce the 
discomfort during delivery. 
The toxic substances pass 
through the placenta, enter the 
blood-stream of the foetus, 
reduce the available oxygen and 
affect the child's central nervous 
system. Though these infants 
appear healthy at birth, they 
frequently show relatively little 
: spontaneous motor activity, 
slow heart and respiration rates 
and poor circulation. 
Sometimes emotional 
reaction during pregnancy too 
might result in the birth of a 
mentally retarded child. 
Pregnant women respond to 
emotions such as rage OF 
anxiety with a massive 
outpouring of adrenal 
hormones. These secretions 
may enter the foetus's blood- 
stream. The movements of the 
foetus due to adrenalin increase 
abnormally which could result 
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later in irritability, cleft palate 
and subnormal intellect. 

In olden days the mentally 
deficient were labelled rather 
contemptuously as idiots, 
imbeciles and morons. With the 
advent of modern 
psychopathology they are 
termed mild, moderate, severe 
and profound, retarded children. 
The mild ones are educable 
while the moderate ones are 
trainable in schools specially 
designed to meet their needs. 
The remaining two categories 
need custodial care all through 
their lives as they cannot profit 
from any kind of education. 

The mildly retarded and the 
moderately retarded ones are 
not taught just the three R's as 
we do with normal ones. 
Rather, they are imparted 3 A's, 
namely Personal Adequacy, 
Social Adequacy and 
Occupational Adequacy. 
Teachers, by and large, are 
accustomed to good feedback 
from children they teach, which, 
in turn, boosts their self-image 
and importance. In the case of 
the mentally retarded we needa 
different set of traits for 
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teachers who can bestow care 
upon children who might remain 
unresponsive and 
even frustrate 
teachers who attempt 
to influence them. 
The curriculum for 
the mildly retarded 
who are educable, should be 
restructured, simplified, slow- 
paced, individualized and non- 
competitive. A good deal of 
empathy and warmth on the part 
of the teacher is required to 
make these children repose 
trust upon them and love to 
respond. 

The moderately retarded are 
trainable to acquire simple skills 
that would prepare them to 
become economically 
independent. They cannot 
aspire to rise to the level of the 
milder ones to acquire 
knowledge. Under supervision 
and constant guidance they can 
be trained to lead a life of 
satisfactory adjustment. 
Parents need education to 
handle such children. They 
should not compare such 
children with their normal ones 
and cause depression to 
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It is better to 
light a candle 


than curse the 
darkness. ~~ 





themselves as well as to their 
children. Acceptance, 
adjustment and 
adaptation are 
required to deal with 
these kids. Early 
diagnosis by trained 
psychologists or 
psychiatrists could save 
valuable time for appropriate 
intervention programme. 

In countries like Denmark, 
Sweden, the United Kingdom 
and the U.S.A the needs of the 
retarded children receive a good 
deal of attention from the 
Government. The impetus to 
educate such children actually 
originated from two French 
medical doctors, Itard and 
Seguin and an Italian doctor, 
Montessori. The trio devoted 
all their energies to brighten the 
lives of those who remained in 
obscurity. The tenacity and 
conviction with which these 
Nineteenth Century educators 
transformed the lives of the less 
able cannot be so easily 
assessed and acknowledged. 
They followed the dictum, "It is 


better to light a candle than 
Curse the darkness." a 
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Review Article 


WORLD OF BOOKS 











On Ayurveda 


REVIEWED BY Dr. ASHOK D. B. VAIDYA 
M.D., Pu.D., F.A.I.H. Director, BHARATIYA VIDYA 
Buavan's S.P. AYURVEDA RESEARCH CENTRE 


"Ayurveda and Life 
Impressions Bodywork - 
Seeking of Healing Memories" 
: By Donald Van Howten. 
Published by Motilal 
Banarasidas Publishers Pvt. 
Ltd., Delhi 110 007, Price 
Rs.250/- pages 282, First Indian 
Edition, 1998. 

Ayruveda has suddenly 
become extremely popular in the 
West. Therapists of diverse 
schools are clamoring to relate 
their practices with the 
fundamental principles of 
Ayurveda. This is a new 
movement which has to be 
watched critically by the peers of 
Ayurvedic Academia. The present 
book belongs to this genre. It has 
gained respectability by the 
foreword written by Dr. Vasant 
Lad, a popular Ayurvedic 
Physician of USA. 

Donald Van Howten is, as per 
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his and Dr. Lad's statement, a 
disciple of Paramahamsa Sri 
Yoganandaji Maharaj. The latter 
was in the great lineage of Yogis - 
Sri Yukteshwarji, Sri Lahiri 
Mahashaya and Siddha Babaji. 
He seems to have been fortunate 
to be in the holy company of Sri 
Anandmayi Ma, when he had the 
vision of Sanskrit symbols and a 
dancing baby elephant (Ganesha), 
in a Shiva temple-probably 
Kedarnath. He has stated, "One 
other follows me around my home 
and literally resides in me through 
a tatoo on my foot-the elephant 
god Ganesha. Why the extra 
blessing of this wondrous being, 
when I am so well-guided by my 
lineage of teachers? One day I 
realized that I had been working 
in the field of body work and 
personal development for 25 
years, helping people remove their 


obstacles. What better symbol - 


than Ganesha, worshipped for 
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thousands of years for just that 
type of work". Van Howten is an 
associate instructor at the 
Ayurvedic Institute, Albuquerque, 
New Mexico and is the director 
and founder of the Life 
Impressions Institute in Santa Fe, 
New Mexico. He has dedicated 
the book to Paramahamsa 
Yogananda. 

The book is divided into three 
sections : (I) Who are we? (II) 
Membrane function and (III) 
Treatments and Resources : 
Totally there are ten chapters, an 
introduction, a foreword, a 
bibliography with 16 references 
and resources for bodywork, 
training, Ayurveda Herbal 
suppliers and the titles of 
Paramahamsa Yoganandaj!'s two 
inspirational books. 

In the introduction, how life 
impressions (traumas or healing) 
get embedded in the memory of 
body tissues is described. The 
target readership and the benefits 
of healing they will get are stated; 
self-healing also is emphasised. 
Though Van Howten says that he 
has taken from the wisdom of the 
East and mixed it with a version 
ofthe Western Medical model, the 
attempt, though sincere, often 
looks strained and without the 
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presence of validation and 
evidence, except stray case 
reports of anec dotal nature. 
There is much of "scientism" by 
random association of human 
musculoskeletal system with the 
touch-exercises. But the author's 
genuineness and transparency, not 
withstanding a deep scientific 
background can indeed open up 
new avenues of research in 
manipulative and massage 
medicine. The original work of 
Mrs. Manu Kothari, Lopa Mehta, 
Natarajan and Vatsal Kothari on 
the nature of bones and joints has 
to be coupled with Van Howten's 
healing work to understand how 
psychosomatic memories of body 
tissues can influence health and 
illness. This may become a major 
field for the next millennium, after 
some critical advances by 
neurosciences in understanding of 
the memory substratum of 
physical and emotional traumas 
in the brain and the body. 
Chapter 1 starts with a 
startling quotation of Sri 
Yogannadaji, "Be careful what 
you choose to do consciously, for 
unless your will is strong, that is 
what you may have to do 
repeatedly". There is an 
automation, in the human body 
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and mind, that can be conditioned 
for repetitive activities, behaviour 
or moods. The animal needs and 
fears are the ruling factors of this 
automaton. The human will is 
meant to liberate the spirit from 
its clutches and civilize the 
instincts and rationalize the 
insecurity. Van Howten has 
emphasized the pathogenic role of 
deep and lasting injuries, which 
get embedded in human tissues - 
the musculo-connective systems. 
The first exercise, in this chapter, 
to rediscover the hands is 
reminding one of the `mudras' of 
Indian tradition. Our mind/brain 
gains neuronal plasticity by 
continued and novel use of hands 
and fingers. Ayurvedic principles 
of Panchamahabhoota, Prakriti, 
Doshas etc have been succinctly 
stated. Butthe connection with the 
main theme of the book is not 
always clear. There are some 
factual errors. On p.35 it is stated, 
"Constipation can be a recurring 
problem due to excessive 
peristaltic movements which 
increase intestinal dryness and 
inhibit the natural elimination 
process". Excessive peristalsis 
leads to diarrhoea. That is why 
antiperistaltic drugs are used in 
the treatment of diarrhoea. 


100 





n] 


One is aghast to read, "In 
Ayurveda, the cerebro-spinal 
fluid is called the shushumna, the 
"spiritual waters" the material 
that is closet to pure light or pure 
consciousness". This is mere 
gobbledygook. In what 
Ayurveda? Such interpretations 
are becoming more common by 
authors who claim they know 
Ayurveda and impose their lack 
of understanding on the readers. 
The author should have got his 
book checked by experts in 
Ayurveda. 

Among the reports which are 
interesting, one is on warts. "In 
an experiment, the patients were 
subjected to meditations and 
hypnosis, suggesting ^ Your wart 
is gone? Many people did lose 
their warts. Being a medical 
organization, the scientists tried 
systematically to determine, How 
did the mind tell the body what to 
do? How did this happen?" Warts 
are tumours of skin induced by 
human papilloma virus. Their 
regression by suggestion hints at 
psychoneuroimmunological 
factors in tumours, There is also 
à case-report of regression of 
breast cancer by transcendental 
meditation, from Australia, On 
p.165, Van Howten reports how 
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BHAGAVAN SRI RAMANA MAHARSHI 


"The story of Sri. Bhagavan is one of the 


most simple. Born in a poor Brahmin 
family in South India, he went to a 
Mission school where he learned a little: 
English. At the age of 17, one day a 
sudden, intense fear of death assailed 
him. Thereafter vividly the living truth 
flashed on him that he was not the inert 
body nor the thoughts that pass; he was: 


the eternal ‘I’, the deathless spirit. And ~ 


in that moment death was dead and he 
awakened into Enlightenment of the 
eternal Self. A life-time of striving and 
sadhana was, for him, compressed into” 
that brief moment. Then young 
Ramana, secretly left home and went to 
the secret hill of Arunachala 
(in Tamilnadu) where he remained for 
fifty four years. cs 


Bhagavan believed in the acceptance 
of the body with its limitations giving rise- 
to a combination of knowledge with 
ignorance which puzzled many visitors 
and at times his followers. Upon a 
devotee asking him once: "Does a 
Gnani know everything?” Bhagavan, 
quick witted as ever. turned the 


question to a reminder of sadhana by 
replying: “Everything worth knowing”. 


The Sages agreed long ago that the 
type of sadhana suited to the Kali-Yuga 
is pre eminently Nama Japa, and the 

à path ot Gnana Marga was too steep for 
“Kali-Yaga. However, it was predicted 
"tatihe path at the end would be simple 
easy ia follow. This was brought 
about by Bhagavan Sri Ramana in 
ning to mankind thé lost path of 


z ‘Self-enquiry but in a new form suited to 


the Conditions of our age. It was a 

- composite, integral path in which all 

Ce a 

1 elements were present, Gnana, 
ijand Karma Marga and more 


1 


Se ois could be placed, according to 


: h a devotee, 
— It was Silent impregnation with his 


Grace that could enable any to follow 
him, This was given by a deep look of 


his eyes filled with love and heavenly - 


power. The divine dispensation finally 
left the mortal body on April 14th, 1950, 
leaving behind a legacy of love and 
enlightenment for posterity. 














Sabarimala in Kerala is best-known as the abode of Lord Ayyappa. 
Itlies amidst the emerald forests of the Western Ghats. As the number 
of pilgrims visiting Sabarimala increases every year, so does the 











threat to the Periyar forest reserve. 


According to forest officials, the real threat to the reserve comes 
not from the activities of the four tribes that have occupied these 
forests for centuries, but from the pilgrims. 


All along the 5-km route through the forest, temporary food 
stalls are set up, which are built using wood from the forest. The 
pilgrims also use wood to light fires. The entire pathway is littered 
with food packets, plastic bags, discarded clothes, slippers and 
human faeces. The garbage is left lying there even after the 
pilgrims have passed through. Animals often ingest the litter. 
Around 6000 hectares of forest land are invaded in this way. 


Once the ocean of humanity reaches the 
temple, the misty silence of the jungle is 
shattered as firecrackers are let off in a 
continuous burst. Not only this, the devotees 
release their pack donkeys in the forest, 
exposing the wildlife to infectious diseases. The 
banks of the Pampa river are the site of the 
pilgrims’ base camp. Since there are inadequate 
sanitation facilities, the river becomes so 
polluted with sewage and waste that the villages 
4 km downstream are deprived of clean drinking 
water. The proposed rail link, the construction 
of a highway and a township on 100 hectares of 
forestland to provide amenities forthe pilgrims, — , 
will further endanger the fragile ecosystem of 


the reserve. 


The temple authorities, forest department 
and the state government should jointly discuss 
the issue and draw up a plan to ensure that Lord 
Ayyappa is not robbed of his pristine 


forest kingdom. 








Sponsored by 
4 Periyar Excel Industries Limited 


Forest Reserve . Mumbai 





Voice 
of 
Freedom A.P. Udayabhanu 


(1915-1999) 


Freedom-fighter, journalist, writer 
and politician who held up high ideals 
and stuck to ethical principles, Shri 
A.P. Udayabhanu was a Gandhian all 
his life. Though he had sympathies 
with the communist ideology, he 
remained a Congressman. Even as 

a student, he was drawn to politics - 

he started wearing khadi from the 
age of seven. Joining the Congress 

in 1933, he became first Secretary | 

and later President of the Youth Congress. He took a leading 
part in the agitation of the. Travancore State Congress. He 
was Municipal Councillor of Mavelikkara (1943) and member 
of the Travancore-Cochin State Assembly (1944). He was 
against the move for an independent Travancore State and 
the led the agitation against it. 

Shri Udayabhanu was a well-known writer with about 30 
books to his credit including his autobiography. He edited a 
journal called 'Deenabhandu' for sometime. He became 
Resident Editor of Matrubhoomi' in Kochi in 1961 and continued 
to hold office till 1978. His editorial in 'Mathrubhoomi' written 
after the elections following the Emergency entitled 
" Yugappakarcha' is still remembered. Shri Udayabhanu was 
closely associated with reform movements, particularly 


Prohibition. He was the Chairman of the State Jail Reform 
Committee. 


Shri Udayabhanu, born on Oc 
Thiruvananthapuram on December 15, 1999 at 
named after his mother Narayani. S 
was a member of the Rajya Sabha. 


t. 1, 1915, passed away in 


his residence 
mt Bharati Udayabhanu 
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one woman from Alaska, whose 


ovarian cyst disappeared 
apparently in one week, after his 
bodywork on the abdomen. Such 
cases should be better 
documented with sonography etc. 
However there are well- 
documented patients with cancer 
who have conquered their disease 
and survived for long, by a change 
in way of life and complementary 
therapy. This field is being 
currently investigated at the 
Bhavan's SPARC, Juhu. 

Sometimes Van Howten turns 
almost poetic, "Have you watched 
a water bug skimming along the 
surface of the water? They're 
pretty big bugs, but they don't 
sink. They contact the water so 
gently they ride upon its viscosity. 
That's how we want to initiate 
contact in the Touch of 
Awakening; we want to ride the 
surface, the viscosity of the flesh. 
We want to feel the reasonating 
response to our contact, like 
landing on the surface of the river 
of life. We are composed of 70% 
fluids, channelled into rivers of 
life by the membranes, with 
spaces for the rivers of prana and 
or energy”. ed 

The author has intuitive 
powers which assist healers of all 
systems of medicine. He has also 
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imbibed a freshness to detect the 
memories of the membranes. He 
says, "Begin with an attitude of 
non-doing, curiosity and caring. 
Be willing to be guided, to listen 
and follow the recipient's body as 
it expresses its needs. Imagine 
you are a safe cracker and there 
are many alarms in the layers of 
tissue you are about to touch. 
There are, after a fashion, alarms 
based in the nerve-laden layers 
and the historic imprinting. As 
with any combination lock, there 
is a precise sequence that must be 
activated to release the "goods". 
If you sensitize your hands and 
listen very carefully, you can feel 
the stages of release calling". 
The brief descriptions of 
Saptadhatus and Vayu, Kapha, 
Pitta etc are not connected with 
the main theme of the book 
effectively. The photographs of 
touch-therapy exercises are not 
properly reproduced in this Indian 
edition. There was no need to 
have the pictures of human 
skeleton to illustrate the points of 


therapy. That gives a 
pseudoscientific image to an 
otherwise readable book. 


The book is recommended to 
the researchers and healers of 
complementary systems fora 

m 


critical reading. 
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Don't you think the purdah 
circumscribes freedom? 


"I don't want 
freedom. I have 
had enough of it 
thrust on me. 
Freedom 









a burden 
for me. I 
Wis Cece t 
guidelines to 
regulate and 
discipline my 
life. I wanta 
master to protect 
me. I wanted protection and not 
freedom. I want to be sub- 
servient to Allah. For the past 
24 years, I had worn a purdah off 
and on. I had gone to markets, 
matinee shows wearing purdah, 
and even while abroad I had worn 
purdah. I have several of them. 
A woman in purdah is respected. 
No one touches you or teases you 
if you wear one. You get total 
protection." 
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Smt. Kamala Das, noted 
writer in English and Malayalam, 
who recently embraced Islam. - 
Times of India, Dec 15, 1999. 


After a Fashion 

Maharashtra Governor P.C. 
Alexander finds Mumbai fashion 
Shows somewhat aimless, dull 
and passe. "If the idea is to 
project, I don't see where the 
fashion is. If the idea is to 
project clothes, the 
clothes are missing 
too", he said at a 
function recently. 
Wags say 
t h e 
Governor 
would find 
that in 
Maharashtra, 
the current | 
politics, after a 
fashion, has its . 
Own pageant, 
which like 
God's mercy, 

Passeth 
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understanding and seems to go on 
for ever". Dr. Alexander is not 
alone in discovering that catwalk 
cameos continue, despite their 
predictability and limited appeal, 
because the consumenists want it. 
It was the Chinese writer, Lin 
Yutang who said in the 1940s, 
"Women's fashions represent the 
eternal battle between the 
admitted desire to dress and the 
unadmitted desire to undress." - 
From an editorial in Times of 
India, Nov. 22, 1999. 


Cheetah to be resurrected 

Hyderabad: The famed Indian 
cheetah, now extinct in the 
country of its origin, may soon 
come back to life, thanks to the 
resurrection plans initiated by 
scientists at the Centre for 
Cellular and Molecular Biology 
(CCMB) here. The CCMB, a 
premier institute in the 














Centenarians 

Washington: Futurologists 
believe that in 50 years time 
there will be 2.2 million people 
more than 100 years old. This 
is one of ten prognoses chosen 
by the World Future Society as 
the top ten most plausible 
predictions. 

Compared with the current 
figure of 135,000, the number 
is set to increase sixteen-fold by 
2050, says the Society, which 
is based in Bethesda, Maryland, 
a spokesman said. 

This increased life 
expectancy could be assisted by 
new technologies which the 
futurologists also envisage. By 
2010, they say, bio-monitors 
resembling wristwatches will 
provide their wearers with up-to- 
date information about their state 
of health. 


country engaged in ($ ez T Physical and 
molecular research Mur i mental exercises 
has unveiled an ; At will then help 
ambitious project | OS people to 
to bring home the ya wi combat 
cheetah through a. // // chronic pain, 
series of molecular i €5 a depression, 
and assisted ^^ Dnm E | @ee medication 
reproductive MR dependency 
technologies. - Up and even 
The Innis lt schizophrenia. - 
Express, Dec. 9, li The Times of India, 
1999. ' Dec. 16, 1999. 
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A Timeless Tradition A Legend 





ESTD. 1902 
Vaidyaratnam PS. Varier's 
ARYA VAIDYA SALA, | 
Regd. Trade Mark KOTTAKKAL. 


Arya Vaidya Sala, Kottakkal is synonymous with Ayurveda in 
the country. A renaissance that took place in Ayurvedic sci- 
ence in the small village “Kottakkal” years ago has now 
become a legacy for others to imbibe. 


Founded in 1902 by the late Vaidyaratnam P S. Varier. The 
institution is famous for its traditional - Superior quality - 
Hygienic Health Care Products and its unique treatment cen- 
tre-the Ayurvedic Hospital & Research Centre at Kottakkal. 


Ayurveda Science of Sages-Adapted to Modern Ages 
Ll MEME ICI C eee M — ——M— 


Branches : 
Kozhikode, Palakkad, Tirur, Ernakulam, Thiruvananthapuram, 
Aluva, Chennai, Kottayam, Kannur, Coimbatore, New Delhi, 
Calcutta, Secunderabad and 850 authorised agencies. 


Phone : 742216 - 19, 742561-64 & 742571 


STD : 

Fax : 0493-742210, 742572 ; odes 0499) 
Web Site : www.aryavaidyasala.com. 

E-mail : kottakalQ vsnl.com. 


: kottakal 9 md3.vsnl.net.in 


t 


For details please write to : 


The Genera] Manager 


ARYA VAIDYA 
KOTTAKKAL - SAN 
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Doctorate for Bhavan's 
Coimbatore Kendra Chairman 


Shri B.K. Krishnaraj 
Vanavarayar, Chairman of 
Bhavan's Coimbatore Kendra 
was conferred the degree of 


‘Doctor of law PONSO 


(Honoris Causa) by Iz 
the Avinashilingam ! 
Institute for Home Science and 
and Higher Education for 
Women (Deemed University) at 
its 11th Convocation held in 
Coimbatore on Oct 28, 1999. 
The citation referred to Shri 
Vanavarayar's 'distinguished 
career, meritorious service and 
impeccable life’. It also 
mentioned his services in the 
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The 'Doctor of 
Law" citation from 
«x Chancellor Smt. 
(Dr.) Rajammal P. 
Devadas 

fields of education, industry, 
literature and social service. 


Along with Shri 
Vanavarayar, Shri 
Dhamodharasamy Naidu, 


founder of the Gowrishankar 
Annapoorna Group of 





Hotels, was also 
honoured with a 
doctorate. 


Prof. V.C. Kulandaiswamy, 
former Vice-Chancellor, Indira 
Gandhi National Open 
University, delivered the 
Convocation Address. 

Dr. Rajammal P. Devadas 
Chancellor, presided over the 
Convocation and conferred the 
degrees. a 
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We regret to record 
the death of Shri Harish 
Mahindra, Chairman of 
Mahindra Ugine Co. 
Ltd. and Kotak 
Mahindra Finance Ltd.. 
in Mumbai on Dec. 4. 
1999. He was 76. 

Shri Harish 
Mahindra, a graduate 
of the Harvard 
University, Cambridge, 
Manchester, 
symbolised the new generation 
of industrial entrepreneurs 
who combined native 
intelligence and academic 
knowledge. He was responsible 





Harish Mahindra 
Passes Away 


lor the MOSCO, 
the steel plant noted 
for the quality of its 
products. In 1975, 
he was elected 
President of the 
. Federation of the 
Indian Chambers 
of Commerce. 

He took keen 
interestin social 
welfare projects 
and was 
associated with the 
Veda Rakshana Nidhi Trust 
initiated by the venerable 
Paramacharya of Kanchi with Sri 
Nani Palkhivala as Vice 
Chairman. a 
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| Girl Gets Aana Bor Eaintns 


Babita Rajput, ; 
' student 


Raigad Dt., is one 
among the 3() 
students who were selected for 


painting on rural life. 













5) Pu h 
Bhavan's Vikram 
Ispat Vidya 
Mandir, Salay. 










"International Best Award" for her 






BHAVAN'S JOURNAL 




















inne DHAVAN'S NEWS sm mn d 





INDIAN INSTITUTE - : 
OF PACKAGING 






Shri Pasko O. Shah, Chairman, LP, Dr. M.P. Navalkar and Shri P.V. 
Narayanan, Director, IIP 
INSTITUTE OF 
PACKAGING: 
CONVOCATION 
ADDRESS 


Dr. M.P. Navalkar, Dean, 
Bhavan's Gandhi Institute of 


Computer Education and 
Information Technology, 
Mumbai delivered the 


Convocation Address of the 
Indian Institute of Packaging, 
Mumbai, on Oct 23, 1999. 

In the course of his address, 
Dr. Navalkar said: "A 


"*computer, as yet, and I repeat 
~as yet, does not have a right 


brain. But the day is not far off 
when it can have creative 
thinking. For this to happen it 
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should be intuitive and not just 
linear, symbolic and not just 


verbal, emotive and not just 


rational. It is hoped that in the 
foreseeable future, we should 
have software, which will 
approximate human capacity to 
store generation of visual 
experience and genetic memory. 

Touching upon ethics in 
business, Dr. Navalkar said: 
"Moral values and ethics go 
hand in hand and are as 
inseparable as human being and 
his shadow. Just as moral 


‘values cannot be taught but 


have to be caught in the 
environment, ethics has to come 
from within." 

B 
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Bone Marrow Treatment: 
An Appeal 
"Vishnu(9) of Pazhangalam, treatment so far. Readers are 
Nallila, Kollam (Kerala) requested to extend a helping Y 
suffering from ‘Aplastic hand to save a young life, by 
Anaemia',has to undergo Bone — generous donations to:- 


Marrow Transplantation costing C.M.C. Hospital 

Rs.10 lakhs. His father is a small A/c Vishnu 

time agricultural worker with (Bone Marrow Tr.Patient) 
meagre earnings and the family Vellore-632 004 

has already spent Rs.2 lakhs for 





With Best Compliments From : 


VENKATRAMA CHEMICALS 


Chemicals and Pharmaceutical Division : 
Dealers and Indenting Agents - 
Industrial Chemicals, Polyurethane Chemicals, 
Lubricant Oil Additives 
Pharmaceutical Ingredients, Drug Intermediates, 


Bulk Drugs, Custom Synthesis, Contract manufacturing 
Consultants for obtaining US FDA for export of 
bulk drugs to USA 
1-101, Divya Shakti Commercial Complex, 7-1-58, 
Ameerpet, Hyderabad-500 016 
Phones : 040 3730633, 3732014 Fax : 040 3731998 
email : madhurao @venkatrama.wipro.net.in 
mvprasad Q venkatrama.wipro.net.in 
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The Power of Choice © 





| TWO GIANTS. ONE MISSION. PROVIDING YOU WITH THE POWER OF CHOICE. 
Together, Birla - one of India’s largest business houses, and Yamaha - world leader in cutting edge 
technologies, pioneered portable gensets in India. Today, Birla Yamaha brings to you the widest range 
of 2/4-stroke gensets - from 600W to 5500W. A range of fuel efficent, eco friendly gensets that not only. 
Provides the power of choice in India, but is also a choice of thousands in Japon, 


KEROSENE RUN MODELS / PETROL RUN MODELS 
4 STROKE 2/4 STROKE 


4-Stroke Kerosene LG 600 AC 
(Petrol-stort) 2-Stroke Petrol 
Maximum Output Maximum Output 
600 Watts 500 Watts. 
Rs. 18,900/- Rs. 18,400/- 


| BY 1000 KCL 

{ = ===, 4-Stroke Kerosene 

{Petrol-star} 

Maximum Output LG 900 Ac 
1200 Watts 2-Stroke Petrol 
Rs. 25,000/- Maximum Output 
Self Start & Aulo Start 780 Watts 
Options also available Rs, 21,250/- 


LG 2000 OA 


4-Stroke Kerosene LG 3000 
(Petrol-start) 4-Stroke Petrol 


Moximum Output 


Maximum Output S 
1600 Watts 2500 Watts 
Rs. 30,900/- Rs. 38,900/- 
: Self Ston & Auto Ston 


Self Ston & Auto Stort 
options also available 


options also available 


1G 2800 

4-Stroke Kerosene 

(Petrol-siart) EF 6600 E 
Maximum Output 4-Siroke Petrol 
2350 Watts Maximum Qulput 
Rs. 38,900. 5500 Watts. 


f Self Start & Auto Stort Self Ston 
Rs, 1,07,749/- 


| EE EZR M 


e * Easy finance schemes * ‘Also available on DGSED role contract 
et DARUM. of over 500 deolers and ofter-soles service centres. 














HLAD OFFICE: A7, Ring Rood, Sout Ententes i, New Du 110049 Tl. 4690352/53/54 
4610681,4497331. For 4626185. Emod: triopan wal retin Regional Offices: 
Deli; O1 14426249 Coleus :033:2806830 Bomboy | 027 2076473 bangeiore CAD 
Area Offices 1 Ckondgarh 0172702789 becknew. 0522229135. Japati 0141.20) - - 
Palsa: 0512659626 Hrderckd: 0403742017 Serot: 0261 477754 Bhopal : 0755 584568 The above pricas ore inclusive of local sales tax, 

Ckoseai: 0444350773 Emclulen : 0484321845 Octroi, installation chorges and other local levies extra. 


Visit us at website: www.birlagen.com 
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Without Financial Burden. 


We have Schemes to suit all Sections of Society, 
Non-residents and Corporate Houses. Repairs and 
Renovation Loan for Houses and Flats is also Available. 


Repayment of the loan is by Equated Monthly 
Instalments. A Maximum of 20 years term - means Low 
Monthly Commitment 


Advantages aparl, you also have the joy of witnessing 
your Dream Home coming up - brick by brick 


For details contact any of our Area Offices, 


. e 
LIC Housing Finance Ltd. 
Quest for your home ends with us 
Regd. & Corporate Office 
2nd Floor, Bombay Life Building. 45/47, Veer Nariman Road, Fort, Mumbai 400 001. Tel 204 9682/9799/9919/0006. 
E.Mail : lichfgbom2 vsnl.net in For more information visit our Website : htip/wwwlichfi. com 
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